
PREZ SEZ:
By Bill Lindewirth
As I begin my fourth year as president, once again I would
like to express my sincere thanks to everyone who has made
an effort to make this club what it is today.  It has taken a
lot of hard work, by a lot of hard working people, to get to
where we are today.
Even though this year is almost over, we are in desperate
need of a volunteer to start coordinating efforts with the
Boeing club to start planning our 2007 Swap Meet.  Please
contact me, or Paul Geders, if you are available to help.
Now that three-fourths of our membership has internet
access, I would like to share with you an interesting web-
site. Visit http://www.earth.google.com and download
their free software. After the software has been installed and
launched, in the search column "Fly to":  38 42' 05.94" N,
90 34' 49.08" W.

Hope to see you there!

MEETING MINUTES: OCTOBER 11, 2006
By Walt Wilson
Members signed in:  23 members and one guest were pres-
ent.
Secretary's Report: Minutes were accepted as published
in last month's Flight Lines. 

Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer's Report was accepted
as presented.  

Field Report: The Field Chairman was not present. Paul
Geders and Ken Brock seeded the bare areas in the pits.
The pits and taxiways have been re-sealed.  Don Velasco
and Frank Nolle graded some of the parking lot due to some
vandalism.  There was a discussion about better markings
on the electrical wires along Amrein Road.  In recent weeks,
three large scale 3D planes have flown too low and hit the
wires.  A sign has been posted on the frequency board warn-
ing about flying over Amrein road and the threat posed by
the wires.  Bill Lindewirth will once again look into having
markers placed on the wires.  In the past, cost has been a
deterrent.

Training Report: Bob Gizzie was out of town.  No report
was given.
Safety Report: No issues were presented.

Membership Report: We now have 156 members, some
of whom are for 2007.  John Key is our new Membership
Chairman.  Please direct all membership issues to him at
636-922-2556.    Our sincere thanks to Greg Pugh for his
year of service in this position.

New Member:  One new member, who has already submit-
ted his application, was present at his first meeting:

Name Phone Number
Jeff Gutherz 636-244-1857

He was unanimously accepted by the members present.  

Activities Report:
Sixth Annual Open House: This year’s Open House was
the largest yet, with 47 pilots and close to twice that many
airplanes.  More than 150 people were counted at one point. 
The raffle and 50-50 for the Make-A-Wish Foundation were
well received and the day was very profitable in spite of the
fact that admission and parking were free. 
Four-Star 40/Warbirds Races: Paul Geders will be the
Contest Director for the October 14 races.  As always,
helpers are needed.  There couldn’t be races without lap
counters and pylon judges.  Bill Lindewirth will run the
concession stand and helpers will be needed there, too.
R/C Expo: Don Velasco, Gary Bregant, Joe Stramaglia,
and Bob Gizzie  took aircraft and manned tents for the
Spirits at the two-location R/C Expo on September 23 and
24.  The weather was poor and traffic was light, but those
who did talk with our representatives seemed serious about
getting into R/C flying.  We picked up at least one member,
and maybe more, from the effort.  Our sincere thanks to all
who spent their days representing the Spirits.
Swap Meet 2007: Nothing has been heard from the Boeing
Phantom Flyers concerning next year’s event.  Advertising
should be submitted to Model Aviation ASAP to assure cov-
erage. The availability of Ebay and other internet services
for buying and selling model items and reduced attendance
in recent years has some people wondering if it’s worth the
effort.  Paul Geders, who works at Boeing, will inquire
about their intentions.
Open House 2007: Bill Lindewirth can’t run the event next
year.  He recommends a committee of three people take on
the task.  There were no volunteers at the meeting.
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(Continued from the previous page)
OLD BUSINESS
Election of Officers for 2007:
There were no further nominations at the October meeting.
The following candidates were elected for 2007 by acclima-
tion:  

President: Bill Lindewirth
Vice President: Gene Jones
Secretary: Walt Wilson
Treasurer: Les Richman

NEW BUSINESS:
Greater St. Louis Modelers’ Association:  The question
“Why are we not active in GSLMA?” came up.
Several Spirits’ members, including our last representative,
report being made to feel less than welcome by previous
GSLMA officers and self-appointed representatives, when
flying at Buder Park or attending meetings.  Some also feel
that GSLMA seems exclusively dedicated to promotion of
Buder Park rather than supporting modeling in general
throughout the St. Louis Metro Area. As a result of member
discussions at meetings, it is generally felt that there is no
benefit to be derived by the Spirits from participating in
GSLMA activities.  Also, when asked, there were no volun-
teers to represent the Spirits at GSLMA meetings..

Meeting Activity: Paul Geders brought and flew a Picco Z
mini-electric helicopter.  He had flown it for the first time
earlier that evening.  It costs $39.95 at Radio Shack and is
cute as a bug’s ear (and not much larger).

Attendance Prizes: Ken Brock won a $10.00 gift certifi-
cate donated by Tower Hobbies.  Gary Bregant donated a

large pattern ship (less radio and engine) to be given away.
Bill Lindewirth won it.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:22 P.M.

Found at the field:  Glow plug ignitor and charger.  Call
Lee Volmert at 314-434-7514.

Field Report
By Don Velasco, Field Chairman
As we come to the close of our season (except for the year
round fliers) I would like to give a BIG THANK YOU to all
those who have helped with the maintenance and care of the
field. I volunteered for this position back in April, after it
had been left open for almost three months, and not really
knowing all the duties and responsibilities required of it.
Needless to say I have had a lot of help and made mistakes
along the way during my learning process. But my most
pleasant surprise were the member   (Continued on page 8)
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The Picco Z batteries are re-charged by plugging it into
the transmitter.  It takes about 20 minutes.

The tiny Picco Z hovers in front of the audience.

Paul Geders with his Picco Z Helicopter.  He flew it very
well at the meeting with almost no previous helicopter 

flying experience.



October 9 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Race Report
By Paul F. Geders
The last contest of 2006 has come and gone, leaving many
pilots looking forward already to next season.  Several
pilots indicated that they want to build airplanes for WAR-
BIRDS.  We had nine contestants in Four-Star 40 and six in
WARBIRDS.  After four rounds of racing in both events we
took the top four points winners and had a final race among
the most consistent racers all day.  Notice I didn't say the
fastest.  Now-a-days all the airplanes are very competitive
and close racing is the order of the day.  I want to recognize
Steve Cross for running the heats that I raced in in WAR-
BIRDS. Steve did an excellent job!  Eventual winners in
Four-Star 40 were; 1st, Steve Ramonczuk, 2nd, Ralph
Doyle, 3rd, Tom Galloway of the River City Flyers, and 4th,
was Tim Volmert who came from Chicago to visit his Dad,
Lee, and hadn't flown in two years.  Guess it shows that
once you have racing in your blood you don't lose the skill.
WARBIRDS, again was won by the most consistent flyers.
1st was Curt Milster, 2nd was Ralph Doyle, and 3rd went to
Lee Volmert.  Thanks to the helpers Jim Rawlings, Ken
Brock, Pat Keebey, David Oswald, Bop Gizzie, Jerry Heisle
(River City Flyer), and especially Bill Lindewirth and Don
Velasco who prepared another tasty lunch for all.  They even
sold out!  If I missed anyone it doesn't diminish my sincere
thanks for your support.  

See ya next year! 
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PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER AND DON FITCH
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October 9, 2004 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Races
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PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER, DON FITCH AND WALT WILSON

More pictures from the Open
House September 30, 2006
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More pictures from the Open
House September 30, 2006

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER, DON FITCH AND WALT WILSON
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Still More pictures from the Open House
September 30, 2006

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER, DON FITCH AND WALT WILSON



(Continued from page 2)
who rose up to the tasks at hand and made my transition a
much easier one. I could not have done it without all your
support. The field is looking great, the pits, taxi ways and
pavilion area have all been recoated, and grass seed has
been laid down in the area where the electrical pipe was
buried. There is still some painting left to be done for strip-
ing the safety poles and our gate. Our wind sock is pretty
worn out and will need a replacement. I am sure there are
other things that will need attention and I will bring it up on
next month’s field report. Enjoy building your planes and
making repairs and have a great winter!

Retirement: Jim Rawlings announced that he is retiring
from flying and will be an associate member next year.  He
will still build for other people and has the following planes
and engines for sale:
1. Seven-foot Fly Baby with engine, receiver, transmitter
and charging cable. 2. Original design low-wing, orange
with black trim, includes engine, servos, receiver, transmit-
ter and chargering cable. 3. Original design low-wing, yel-
low with red trim, includes engine, servos, receiver, trans-
mitter, charger, and buddy box and carrying case. 4. KR 2
1/3 scale, 82-inch wingspan.  5. One field box.  Make offer
for any or all of the above. Contact Jim at 636-441-7517.

The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
It was good to see Rich Taylor again at the October meet-
ing!  Sometimes he’s hard to recognize.  With a beard, with-
out a beard, with hair, without hair  Rich is an old-time
Spirits’ member who dropped out for a few years to pursue
other sports and hobbies.  He raced R/C and full-size Cars
during his hiatus from the Spirits.  Rich was involved in
several of the Spirits’ racing activities during the 1980’s and
early 1990’s.  He was always competitive and enjoyable to
fly with.  Welcome back Rich!  I hope you choose to rejoin
the Spirits and pick up where you left off.
It’s building season again!  Enjoy!

Gotta Go Build
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FLIGHT LINES is the Spirits of St. Louis R/C
Flying Club newsletter and is published on a monthly
basis. Club members may submit personal classified
ads for inclusion in the newsletter free of charge.
Businesses wishing to advertise in the newsletter
should contact the editor or an officer of the club for
details.
Newsletter Editor:

Walt Wilson
3000 Persimmon Dr.
St. Charles, MO 63301-0131
Phone: (636) 946-6167
e-mail: rallyo@charter.net

Staff Photographers:  
Carolyn Schlueter
Don Fitch
Bob Gizzie

Newsletter submissions must be in by the Monday
following the club meeting in order to make publish-
ing deadlines. The preferred format for article submis-
sion is via e-mail.  I use a Dell PC computer and use
QuarkXpress and Microsoft Word, so send the copy,
in Microsoft Word, Word Perfect, or Microsoft Works,
as an attachment or as part of the message.  Typed or
clearly written copy on paper, or a compatible file on
a CD are acceptable if you don't have access to the
internet.   Photos are welcome and may be in the form
of glossy prints, or if scanned or digital, in jpeg, gif or
tif format.  Photo credits will be given. 

General Membership meetings are the second
Wednesday of each month at the Bridgeton Trails
County Library Branch, 3455 McKelvey Rd. (1/4 mi.
south of St. Charles Rock Road) at 7:00 P.M.
Membership information can be obtained from:

John Key
24 Briarwick Trail
St. Peters, MO 63376
Phone: 636-922-2556
E-mail: JLKEY51@MSN.COM

Flying Field: Our field is located on Amrein Road,
off Greens Bottom Road in St. Charles County.   It's
open for flying daily from 9:00 A.M. to dusk.  Flight
Training may be arranged by appointment.  Call Bob
Gizzie at 636-441-7924 or see our web site at
http://www.spiritsofstl.com for a list of instructors
and times when they may be available.

Bob Gizzie (right) presents Dave Oswald with a “Solo
Certificate” on October 17.  Congratulations Dave!
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Walt Wilson
3000 Persimmon Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301-0131

www.spiritsofstl.com

Meeting is on

Wednesday, 

November 8

at 7:00 P.M.

Jim Lanzendorf starts his giant Ultimate Bipe at the 2006 Spirits’ Open House.
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