
PREZ SEZ
By Cecil Whitrock
I would like to remind everyone that we do not have a trash
can at the flying field where we can dispose of our waste.
So, I would like for everyone to please take it home with
you when you leave after having a fun day of flying at our
beautiful facility (if you bring it, please take it with you).
For our members who are smoker's (I am a smoker too),
please field-strip your cigarette butts when you are finished
smoking rather then throwing the filters on the ground.  I
feel real guilty asking non-smokers to help police the
grounds when we’re part of dirtying it. We have a beautiful
facility, please help us keep it that way.  Most of us have
children and/or grandchildren (and they are all welcome at
the flying field).  When you bring them with you to the
field, please do not leave them unattended and allow them
to be on their own, running through the pit area and every
place else.  Please do not bring them
with you to the pilot's station and
annoy the other pilots as this creates
a very dangerous situation (no one
but pilots, student pilots and spotters
are allowed at the pilots’ station).
And last, but not least, there is  to be
NO HUNTING or the DISCHARG-
ING OF WEAPONS OR
FIREARMS of any kind on the flying club property by any-
one at any time.  I would like to take this opportunity for me
and my family to wish everyone a very Happy
Thanksgiving Holiday and I hope to see you at the
December meeting and at the flying field.

Meeting November 14, 2007
By Walt Wilson
Meeting called to order at 7:00 P.M., by President, Cecil
Whitrock.  Twenty eight members and one new applicant
were present.  

New Members:  One new applicant was present and joined
our club at the meeting: 

Scott Linke 314-537-5792
Scott was accepted unanimously.

Secretaries Report:  Walt Wilson
Accepted as published in last month’s Flight Lines.

Treasurer's Report: Les Richman
Treasurer's report was accepted as presented.

Field Report:  Field Chairman Frank Nolle was not pres-
ent. The lawn mowing people were paid for the final cut-
tings for this year. People are leaving cigarette butts all
over the pit area.  If you brought something to the field,
take it home with you.  This includes cigarette butts!  We
do not provide a trash service and the field is not a dump.
Through our years at the present field, several planes have
crashed into the electric wires running along Amrein Road.
Cecil investigated and four 20-inch locating balls from
AmerenUE would cost $500.00.  Nine-inch fiberglass balls
are available from Wag-Aero, four for $304.70.  Twelve-
inch balls are available for $371.90.  AmerenUE will install
them at no cost to us.  Many members would prefer the larg-
er 12-inch balls, but the Ameren people say they may be too

heavy and cause failure of the
wires, which we would have to pay
for.  Lee Volmert suggested we get
a nine-inch ball of some kind and
see how visible it is at 600-feet.
After some further discussion, it
was voted to get the nine-inch
balls.  (Cecil has since ordered the
balls)

Safety Report: Lee Volmert
No flying issues were noted.  It was reported that one of our
members shot a deer near our field. A vote was taken and
hunting or discharge of any firearms is strictly forbidden
on our property. “No Hunting” signs will be added to our
field as soon as they can be acquired.  A “No Hunting” rule
will be added to our Members’ Manual and By-Laws as
soon as possible.

Training Report: Gene Jones asked for help in storing
club trainers for the winter.  A storage facility will be added
to the pavilion in the near future.

Membership Report: Membership Chairman, John Key
was not present.  At last report, we have  175 members.

Appointed Board of Directors Member: John Matticker
was approved.                        (Continued on the next page)
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NOTICE
The field will be closed to R/C flying

from 3:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. on
Sunday, December 2.  Boy Scouts will
be trying for Rocketing Badges.  Your

cooperation will be appreciated.



(Continued from the previous page)
Activities/Contest Report:
New Events: Don Fitch distributed a list of new racing
events planned for the 2008 season:

A Run-Whut-Ya-Brung Race broken down into three 
classes;

1. Top Dog. Planes included shall be Quickee 500’s or
other similar planes obviously designed to run in this class
with high-dollar engines.

2.  Hot Dog. Sig Four-Star 40’s, or variations thereof, and
most planes with .60 or larger engines.

3.  Sport Dog. Racers disguised as trainers, sport planes,
helicoptors, and electrics with less than 400 watts.

Cox Warbirds Races: A race will be run for the electric,
20” span, Cox Warbirds on the second Tuesday in June, in
the late afternoon. Additional races may be run if the idea is
popular.

The Second Annual Anal Oscillating Race will be held in
October.

CD Responsibilities: Rich Taylor brought up the subject ,
and there was a discussion concerning the responsibility of
the Contest Directors to assure all participants conform with
the published rules for the event.  If a problem arises, the
CD should make a decision and stick with it.  More AMA-
certified CD’s are needed and President Cecil assured the
members that some will be appointed.  Past CD, John
Rawlings, volunteered to become a CD again..               

OLD BUSINESS:
Debit Card: Treasurer Les Richman got a debit card for the
club.  The primary purpose is to pay for the website and
other services or items that require a credit card and cannot
be paid with a check or cash.

(Continued on the next page)

FLIGHT LINESFLIGHT LINES

2

Les Richman (left) presents retired President Bill
Lindewirth with a club shirt and one-year membership.

Engine collector, Dennis Skeeters, holds the Profi 2 cc
(0.12 cubic inches) four-cylinder four-stroke engine (see

below).
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Babe Raab built this Fokker D.VII from Model Airplane
News plans.  Power is an O.S. .40.  The pilot depicts the

famous WW I ace, Rudy Waltersam.
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(Continued from the previous page)

Recognition:  Treasurer Les Richman presented retired
President Bill Lindewirth with a club polo shirt and a one-
year Spirits’ membership in recognition of his four-years of
service in that position (see photo on page 2).

NEW BUSINESS:
New President, Cecil Whitrock, and Treasurer, Les
Richman, went to the bank to sign a new signature card and
review the contents of the club’s safe deposit box.  They
determined that a larger box is needed and will get one.

Meeting activities:  
Several members brought airplanes and unique engines to
show. See the photos for details.

(Continued on the next page)

FLIGHT LINESFLIGHT LINES

3

John Rawlings built this .40 two-stroke V8 using eight, no
longer available, 0.05 engines from a bygone age.  He
doesn’t remember the brand.  It runs nicely, but takes

about 45 seconds to accelerate from idle to the maximum
8,000 rpms.  Lighting all eight glow plugs at the same time

takes some doing!
(See below) 

He also brought an HO train engine he built from scratch.
(not shown)
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Another of Dennis Skeeters’ engines is this OPS B20, 20 cc
twin two-stroke boat engine.  It has twin carbs and tuned
exhaust pipes.  It can be throttled either with the carbs or

exhaust manifolds and will turn up to 20,000 rpm!

Dennis also brought this unidentified Deisel engine.  Does
anyone recognize it?

Chris Nenzel gave a presentation about Cox Warbirds and
their setup for best flying results.  The little birds look like

a rapidly growing area of interest.



(Continued from the previous page)
Jim Rawlings won the attendance prize of a $10.00 gift
card to Mark Twain Hobbies.

Business meeting adjourned at 8:00 P.M.

Just Asittin’ And Awatchin’
By Don Fitch
Sometimes it's more fun watchin' than flyin'. That was the
case a couple of days ago when the field looked as though
it was under attack by a swarm of bugs. The bugs turned out
to be electric Cox R/C warbirds. If that doesn't ring a bell,

(Continued on page 6)
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Feroz Khan, Mike Roederer, Chris Nenzel, Greg Bohrer
and Dave Oswald proudly display their Cox Warbirds. 

Dave Oswald and Greg Bohrer show the results of an
“almost” mid-air.  The prop from Dave’s P-47

Thunderbolt is stuck in the turtledeck of Greg’s F4U
Corsair.

Mark Lindsay holds his new Slowpoke.  It’s powered by a
Thunder Tiger .56 four-stroke.

Jeff Chase with his China Model Low Wing Trainer.  An
Enya .40 CX powers this one.  The nicely done $50.00

ARF closely resembles a Goldberg Tiger.

New Club member, Jeff Gutherz (left), soloed on October
30.  His instructor was Mike Roederer and the plane, a

Hobbico Super Star Select.  Congratulations Jeff!
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Tuesday, January 1, 2008

Cecil Whitrock, 636-922-0553
E-mail cwhitrock@hotmail.com



(Continued from page 4)
Cox makes World War II Scale models of fighters that have
a wing span of about 20 inches. They are made of foam,
come painted, and include a brushed electric motor for
$19.99. I remember when a motor alone cost more than that.
At any rate, five of the fliers are shown in the picture on
page 4,with their planes. A couple of more guys, who will
remain unnamed, joined with them to have a group fly. That
makes seven planes in the air at once. Okay, I know that's
against the rules, so sue me.  With all seven planes in the air
at once, all very close to each other, it looked like a swarm
of mosquitoes in a fight. I guess that, except that all fighters
were of WW II vintage, it also looked like a WW I dogfight.
A bunch of times it looked as though there was going to be
a mid air, but most were avoided. In the midst of all this
Dave said, "My motor quit". Then Greg said, "there's some-
thing wrong with my rudder". Both pilots landed -  when the
planes were examined the cause was obvious. One half of
Dave's propeller was sticking out of the turtledeck of Greg's
Corsair. See the picture on page 4. I'd say they got pretty
close together. 
It seems like madness, but I gotta get me one of them thar
planes and join the fun.

The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
As many of you know, I do a monthly column for R/C
Report magazine.  Occasionally, I like an idea, but the edi-
tor deletes it for one reason or another.  Maybe he has a
space problem or the idea had been published before I took
over the column, or maybe he just doesn’t think it’s worth a
subscription.  When they’re available, I’ll put one or more
of the rejects in Flight Lines.  
Did you know you can make clamps for use in building by
modifying wooden clothespins?  Disassemble the clothes-
pin and reassemble, with the spring reversed, as shown in

the illustration.  Tension can be reduced slightly and the
halves kept better aligned by drilling at least one hole and
moving the spring anchor(s) closer to the center.  
If you have an idea you think is worthy of publication, send
it to me.  If I can use it, you will receive a two-year sub-
scription to R/C Report magazine.  Several ideas from the
Spirits have been used.
Our new President, Cecil Whitrock, has taken the reins and,
with some help from others, new ideas for club activities are
being developed.  The Spirits have a history of developing
new ideas for racing and other competitions.   Many years
ago, the club raced Top Dawgs, Spirits of St. Louis Quarter
Midgets, Junk Stiks (.40-size Balsa USA Swizzle Sticks
with .25 engines), Run-Whatcha-Brung, and conceived and
implemented the original Warbirds Scale Pylon Racing con-
cept.  The Run-Whatcha-Brung idea isn’t new for the Spirits
but, with some fine tuning on the rules, should provide a
refreshing addition to the current racing concepts.                
The RWYB class that includes electrics could become very
interesting, too.  Cox Warbirds can be an exciting new rac-
ing concept and the relatively low cost to get into it should
be attractive to many members. In my opinion, the Cox
Warbirds race course should be shortened considerably for
visibility and time considerations.
That’s all for this month!  

Gotta get to work!
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June, Boy Scout Introduction to R/C

September, Annual Dinner Meeting at the field

September, Missouri Historical Society October, Anal Oscillating Race

2007 Remembered
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Additional “2007
Remembered”
photos are on the

back cover.

Four-Star 40 Rules Meeting

Attention all current, and future Four-Star
40 racers.  There will be a meeting

December 1, 2007 at 10:00 A.M. at the
field to discuss the rules.
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Meeting is on

Wednesday, 

December 12

at 7:00 P.M.
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Gold Leader 
Charter Club

January, New Year’s Fly-In

March, June, August, and October, Races June, July, and August, Fun-Flies September, Open House

March, Show ‘N Tell May, Swap Meet

2007 Remembered
Aditional Pictures are on page 6.


