
First to Fly in 2007

NEW YEAR’S DAY FLY-IN
By Walt Wilson
The day was cold and windy, hardly the kind of weather you
would pick to start the year’s flying. About 50 Spirits were
there at some time during the four hours of the Fly-In.
There were only about eight planes that were flown, but
some of them were flown several times.  Bob Bennett tells
me he flew at 9:00 A.M., before the Fly-In started and most
people arrived.  Coffee, hot chocolate, donuts, potato soup,
and chili were in abundance and enjoyed by all.  The bon-
fire was a popular place to be.  Overall, it was a successful
and well-attended event to start the New Year.  You’ll find
lots of pictures on pages 4, 5, 6, and 7 .

PREZ SEZ
By Bill Lindewirth
Despite the cold and the wind, at least fifty members visit-
ed the field on January 1st to make our "New Year's Day
Fly-In" another huge success. Congratulations go to Charlie
Booker for being the first Spirits’ member to fly at our field
in 2007.  I would like to thank Carolyn Schlueter, Mark
Livesay, Cecil Whitrock and Bob Gizzie for bringing a vari-

ety of goodies, including potato soup, chili, cookies, and
candy to this event.
I would also like to thank Frank Nolle for grading the park-
ing lot with the Kubota after vandals dug ruts with their "4
wheelers".  If you witness any act of vandalism at our field,
please contact the St. Charles County Sheriffs Department
at: 636-949-0809.
The club would like to thank Mark Twain Hobbies, who
once again has graciously donated gift certificates that will
be handed out as attendance prizes at our monthly meetings. 
Due to work related obligations, Joe Stramaglia has stepped
down from the position of "Safety Chairman". Cecil
Whitrock has volunteered to fill this position.  My sincere
thanks go to Joe and Cecil for the help

MEETING MINUTES: January 10, 2007
By Walt Wilson
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M.  

Members signed in:  32 members, one potential new mem-
ber and a visitor were present.   Past member, Gary
Thompson stopped by to visit his old friends.       

(Continued on the next page)
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Big Turnout New Year’s Day

Charlie Booker was the first Spirit to fly during the
2007 New Year’s Day Fly-In.  The wind was so

strong that he could virtually hover the plane in level
flight!

First Electric to Fly in 2007

Greg Bohrer flew the first electric-powered plane of
the year.  The tiny flying wing was pushed around by

the wind, but flew successfully.

W
A

LT
W

IL
S

O
N

 P
H

O
TO

S

An AMA
Gold Leader
Charter Club



(Continued from the previous page)
Secretary's Report: Minutes were accepted as published in
last month's Flight Lines.    

Treasurer's Report:  Treasurer Les Richman was in the
hospital with heart-related problems.  We wish him a quick
recovery!  No Treasurer’s report was given.  A full report
will be given next month.

Field Report: Field Chairman Don Velasco was not pres-
ent.  It was noted that Frank Nolle regraded the parking lot
to repair some damage done by people doing “donuts” when
no members were present.  Pat Keebey repaired the “fire
place” basket which was damaged during the New Year’s
Day Fly-In.  Bill Lindewirth contacted John Ostmann, the
field owner, concerning the lack of progress in removing
trees near our field.  Work will start within two weeks.  The
tree-cutters will be using our road for access.
The “farmer’s lock” will be restored on our gate.
Unauthorized people have been using our facilities at night.
Also, kids have been seen riding four-wheel ATV’s on and
around our field.  Lee Volmert will assemble a new lock.

Safety Report: Joe Stramaglia resigned as Safety
Chairman due to frequent absences caused by work and per-
sonal commitments.  Cecil Whitrock volunteered to replace
him.  Welcome aboard, Cecil!  There was an extended dis-
cussion about pilots all flying in the same direction when in
the “pattern”.  It was decided that the “pattern” need only be
observed when taking off and landing.  If someone wants to
do aerobatics, they should do them out over the corn/bean
field, out of the accepted “pattern”.  When in the “pattern”,
always fly in the same direction as others.  When taking off
or landing in the company of other flyers, always announce
your presence and plans, to avoid conflict with someone

else who may have similar intentions.  Always take off and
land in the same direction as everyone else who is airborne,
hopefully into the wind.
Training Report:  Bob Gizzie reported that the RCV .58
owned by the Spirits, for use in club trainers, has been
received.  It’s been completely rebuilt and the RCV people
have been invoiced for more than $200.00 by the engine
service people.                      (Continued on the next page)
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Daryl Youngman discussed his new Sig Rascal 40
ARF.  It went together well with the only difficult part
being the installation of an O.S. .46 SF, which deliv-

ers more than enough power.

Jeff Boherer built this electric-powered Ju 87 Stuka
from foam board and three views in a magazine.  He

enlarged the drawings on a copier.  The wing has
carbon fiber reinforcement.  He also showed an F-15.

Walt Wilson discussed his new Electrifly Fokker
D.VII.  It’s powered by a Rimfire 28-30-950 outrun-

ner, 25 amp ESC, and LiPo battery.  It has a full-size
receiver,  four mini-servos and weighs 26-3/8 ounces.   
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Dave Oswald showed and discussed his Hyperion
Edge 540 electric ARF.  A picture is not available.



(Continued from the previous page)
There was no cost to the Spirits.  The RCV people want us
to continue using it in our club trainer to introduce new fly-
ers to it and, hopefully, encourage them to buy one. 
It was also noted that new AMA members can get buddy
boxes and training cords for the cost of shipping ($7.95)
from AMA.  This is graciously sponsored by JR and
Airtronics.

Membership Report: We have 78 members with four
more renewed at meeting time, for a total of 82.

New Member Applicant:
Name Phone Number
Jim Stallasser 636-397-2809

He was accepted unanimously, but has to get his AMA
membership before joining.

Activities Report: Activities Chairman Don Fitch was not
present due to illness.  
Show ‘N Tell: Paul Geders reported that it will be on
Monday, April 2, at Ryan’s Grill, Buffet and Bakery, in
Bridgeton.  There is an article and flyer about it on page 8.
Swap Meet: Ed White, of the Phantom Flyers Club, says
Fort Zumwalt South High School is reserved for May 19.
Pat Keebey has recruited 27 volunteers to help work the
event.  Bill Lindewirth will order Lakeshire sandwiches and
other concession supplies.  Prices for entry and tables will
be the same as last year.  Paul Geders has submitted adver-
tising to AMA for inclusion in Model Aviation Magazine.
More info later.
A Schedule of Spirits’ Events for 2007 is on page 10 of
this newsletter.

OLD BUSINESS:
Membership For Work:  A request for free membership in
exchange for work has been declined.  Several similar
requests have been refused in recent years.  It would not be
fair to the many members who pay dues and regularly put in
many hours of work each month. 

NEW BUSINESS:
Mark Twain Hobbies will once again donate twelve
$10.00 gift cards for distribution at club meetings and
events.
Spectrum Radios: Rich Taylor asked “where to put cards
on the Frequency Board if you have a Spectrum radio”?
There is a place near the bottom of the board, just above
“Waiting”.
Business portion of the meeting was adjourned at 7: 55 P.M.

Attendance Prize:  Jerry Quist won the $10.00 gift card
donated by Mark Twain Hobbies.

Meeting Activity: Six members brought seven aircraft for
showing and discussion.  See the photos for details.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M.

Membership Renewals Due 
By Bill Lindewirth
Just a quick reminder that your 2006 Spirits membership
expired on December 31.  Members who don’t renew by
March 1 will be considered new and will be required to pay
an initiation fee.  A membership application is included in
this newsletter.  A copy of your 2007 AMA card must
accompany your renewal.  
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Mark Livesay holds his Parkzone electric-powered 
F-27B Stryker.  He’s flown it a lot and it performs

very well.

Tom Foster showed his Century Swift helicopter.  It
flies well and is relatively inexpensive to repair.  He

says he’s repaired it a lot!  He also gave an extensive
presentation on adapting DeWalt power tool batteries

for R/C flying.  He makes ten-cell, 36 volt Lithium
Ferrite batteries out of Ebay-purchased power tool

packs.  They’re a bit heavy, at 70 grams per cell, but
offer an alternative, relatively inexpensive, source of

heavy duty power for larger aircraft.
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PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER AND WALT WILSON

New Year’s Day Fly-In, January 1,
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Still More New Year’s Day Fly-In Pix...

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER AND WALT WILSON



Show 'n Tell 2007
By Paul F. Geders
This year we are going to do Show 'n Tell a little different.
First, we want to thank Ralph Doyle for suggesting that we
use Ryan's Grill, Buffet and Bakery.  This is an all-you-can-
eat facility that offers a free banquet room that is just per-
fect for our needs.  The buffet is quite extensive, and has
something for everyone. 
We will start at 5:30 and go till 8:30, at which time Ryan's
closes.  We will have direct access to the banquet room for
those who bring planes, by coming in on the east (left side
as you face the building) side of the building.  Entrance to
the banquet room is closest to the entrance road which is
Pennridge Drive and the next entrance up from Olive
Garden on the left and Bob Evans on the right.  This is also
a good place to park.
The cost of an adult meal is currently $9.29 plus $1.81 for
drinks, which totals $11.00, plus a 15% gratuity of $1.65 for
a grand total of $12.65.  This amount is possibly subject to
change due to establishments raising their prices to pay for
the new minimum wage increase that went into effect this
month.  The 15% gratuity covers the servers who will get
extra rolls, drinks, and bus the tables.  A great suggestion
was made at the January meeting to charge a flat $15.00,
and the difference would go to the club treasury earmarked
for a donation to a worthy cause, like we did last year at the
Open House.  That is a great idea, and helps us maintain our
Leader Club status!
Everyone is invited, whether you bring a plane or not. First
and foremost, this is a dinner social event.  We took a poll
at the meeting and had a about an equal amount of those
who will come with and without a plane.
This is also going to be a no cost event to the club treasury.
Thanks to donations of frames for the certificates by sever-
al members, we are going to give away, for those who enter
a plane, a participation certificate.  We are also going to
have all the attendees (we would hope that you wouldn't
bring your entire family, and have them all vote for your
plane) choose the "Best in Class" for each category, as well
as the "Best Monokote/Finish" and "Best of Show".  These
entrants will receive a framed "Best" certificate.  As time
permits, each participant will tell us about their plane.
See the flyer on this page. Entry forms are available on our
web site and will be in next month’s Flight Lines.  Send
your entry form and money to me, so we know how many
are coming, by March 17.  If you are just coming for dinner,
leave the “airplane entered” section blank. The money will
be put into the club treasury and Ryan's will accept our club
check.   
So there you have it…I hope you can all make it.

The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
It’s nice to see some originality in the planes being built by
our members.  We’re all familiar with the foam flying wings
by Don Fitch.  The Bohrer brothers are also creating some

foam planes, and theirs are semi-scale.  One example is the
F-15 shown in flight on page 4.  They also designed and 
built a foam Stuka.  Greg has converted an electric Yak 54
ARF for glow power, which is a switch.  Most people are
going the other way, converting glow planes to electric.  
Members brought seven new aircraft to show at the January
meeting.   Interestingly, six of them were electric-powered.
Does anyone see a trend here?                       Gotta go build!
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Eight-year-old Junior Member Austin Whitrock drew
this scene from the Spirits’ Field.





FLIGHT LINESFLIGHT LINES

February, 2007

FLIGHTFLIGHT LINESLINES
Walt Wilson
3000 Persimmon Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301-0131

www.spiritsofstl.com

Meeting is on

Wednesday, 

February 14

at 7:00 P.M.

An AMA
Gold Leader
Charter Club

Spirits’ 2007 Schedule of Events

Date Event Event Director Notes

April 2 Show ‘N Tell Paul Geders Dinner social event.No builder of 
the model rule.  

April 28 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Paul Geders

May 19 Swap Meet TBD Fort Zumwalt South High School

June 9 Fun-Fly Les Richman Topless Gumball?

June 23 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Curt Milster

July 14 Fun-Fly Bob Fiely Low Key

August 4 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Steve Cross

August 25 Fun-Fly TBD

September 12 Meeting at Field Bill Lindewirth

September 29 Open House TBD

October 13 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Paul Geders


