
PREZ SEZ:
By Bill Lindewirth
Once again I would like to thank Paul Geders for his efforts
in coordinating this year's Swap Meet with the Boeing
Phantom Flyers and to everyone who helped with working
this event.
Due to the ever increasing availability of import ARF's over
the internet, this year's Swap Meet was unfortunately not
very profitable. It is the consensus of both clubs that this
event will probably be dropped in the future.
On June 8, 9, & 10, 2007, the St. Louis Radio Control Flying
Association., (SLRCFA) is hosting the first annual Gateway
Jet Rally at their club field, located in Eureka, MO. For
directions and additional information on this event, please
visit their website at: http://www.slrcfa.com. Also, on
Saturday June 9, 2007, the Spirits will host their first Fun-
Fly for the year. For additional information on the "M & M
Topless Fun-Fly", see page 9, visit our website at:
http://www.spiritsofstl.com or contact Lester Richman at:
314-434-8080.

Hope to see you there!

Meeting Minutes, May 9, 2007:
By Walt Wilson
Meeting was called to order at 7:02 P.M. by President Bill
Lindewirth. 23 members were present. 

Spirits Apparel and Decals: Bill Lindewirth reminded
members that caps, cups, and club decals are all in stock.

Secretary’s Report: The minutes were accepted as printed
in the April issue of Flight Lines.

Treasurer's Report: Some of the checks for AMA sanc-
tioning of  Curt Milster’s and Steve Cross’ races still haven’t
been cashed.  Accepted as presented.

Field Report: Don Velasco has resigned as Field
Committee Chairman due to health and business commit-
ments.  A new chairman is needed.  There was a discussion
about impending flood waters.  The Kubota is safe at Art’s
Lawn Mower Shop (since the meeting we have been
informed that it’s finished and ready for delivery).  Property
owner, John Ostmann, has talked with the Corps Of
Engineers and our field is not expected to be flooded.  The
Hackmanns are not evacuating their facilities.  We will

monitor flood levels and remove the remaining equipment if
necessary.  In the event of a flood, structural integrity of the
barn is questionable, so nothing of value should be left
there.
The loggers are expected to remove more of the smaller
trees.
Someone has “borrowed” one of our tents, forcing some of
the workers to sit in the sun at the April 28 races.  If you
have it, please return it!  We will purchase another and have
a spare if the other one is returned.
Gravel is needed in some parts of the driveway and parking
area.
If you brought something with you, take it home!  Please
avoid leaving trash at the field!

New Members: The following new member introduced
himself at the meeting:

Name Phone
Mike Caine 314-843-5303

Members unanimously welcomed him to the Spirits.

Safety Report:  No issues were presented.

Training Report: Chief Instructor Bob Gizzie reported
that a Futaba 6EXA transmitter is needed for a buddy box.

Membership Report: We now have 144 members and
have met our required level of membership to break even
financially.

Activities Report:  
Swap meet May 19: Paul Geders distributed worker sched-
ules.  Paul has advertised the event extensively among
District VI clubs.  Walt Wilson will get publicity in the St.
Charles Edition of the Post-Dispatch.  Coolers, and some-
one to pick up ice, are needed.  We purchased over 100
sandwiches and Landshire is providing two microwaves at
no charge.  The Phantom Flyers will get the tables.  Paul
will take the microwaves and coolers home after the meet.
We will take our PA system as backup, but it probably won’t
be needed.

April 28 Four-Star 40 and Warbirds Races:  Paul Geders
presented Ralph Doyle a “Best of Show” award for his spec-
tacular crash. 

(Continued on the next page)
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(Continued from the previous page)
June 9 Fun-Fly: Event Director Les Richman says it will
be the same format as last year, including extra credit for
flying topless.
Gateway Jet Rallye: This event will be on the weekend of
June 9 at the SLRCFA Eureka field.  For more info, see
http://www.gateway-jets.com.
Sunday Races:  Bob Gizzie proposed that we hold future
Four-Star 40 and Warbirds Races on Sundays, rather than
Saturdays, so people who work on Saturdays may attend.
Paul feels that we would lose some present racers who
attend church on Sundays.  Make your views on the subject
known and it will be discussed further at the next meeting.

OLD BUSINESS:  None presented.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Spirits’ charter member Art Biehl, who retired to Florida
some years ago, passed away recently. His family has
requested that we allow them to hold a memorial service at
our field at 3:00 P.M. on Sunday, May 20.  A concurrent
service, with a balloon release, will be held in Florida. The
field will be closed from 3:00 to 3:30 for this observance.

The Business Part of the Meeting was adjourned at 8:00
P.M.

Meeting Activities:  Two members brought their latest
planes for all to admire.  See the photos and captions for
details.  Westy Westhoff showed slides of a Scale Contest
the Spirits put on several years ago

Attendance Prize: John Smith won the $10.00 gift card
donated by Mark Twain Hobbies.

AMA Identification On Airplanes
By Paul Geders
I spoke to AMA this morning and there is no "requirement"
to have your name and AMA number on the aircraft in order
to be covered by AMA insurance. It is a "recommendation"
as I stated at the meeting.  
Here is the wording from the Membership Manual:  

The original purpose was to be able to identify aircraft that
were possible fly-always (like free-flights) so that the owner
may have a chance of recovering it.  It never had anything
to do with AMA's insurance! 
My contact at AMA asked me to ask the individual(s) where
they got their information? 
I hope this answers the question.

Float Fly Times
By Don Vetrone
Some people are under the impression that the May 26
Innsbrook Float-Fly is scheduled for only 1-1/2 hours.  That
is wrong.  It is scheduled from 9:30 A.M. to Noon. That is
as it has always been, and is 2 1/2 hours.  I know that the
time is short, but there are so many conflicting activities that
day, that it is all the time we can get.  I hope some of your
members decide to come out and fly.  It is always fun. 
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Tom Foster, who usually flies helicopters, brought his elec-
tric-powered Senior Telemaster.  It has a Rimfire 50-65-
300 motor running on 36 volts, provided by two 10-cell

A123 battery packs. 
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Bob Fiely discussed his Great Planes profile P-51.  It’s a
very inexpensive kit and is powered by a Super Tigre .45.
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Four-Star 40 & Warbirds Race Report 
(Photos on the next page)
By Paul F. Geders
What an interesting day!  We had 13 individuals sign up for
Four-Star 40 racing with several that brought their planes
but didn't enter.  Why?  It was windy!  There were eight
Warbirds present and only five entered.  Why? It was
windy!  The winds were around 25 MPH as indicated by the
flag standing straight out.  
We flew two rounds of each class without a mishap caused
by the wind.  It was sort of funny seeing Four-Stars going
very fast downwind (which at the time was parallel to the
runway) then snap-turn into the wind and almost come to a
stop…not really, but it sure slowed them down.  Four-Star
40's, as usual, are very evenly matched.  It looked like
everyone was dialed in for some serious fun.  
We had no frequency conflicts amongst the five entrants in
Warbirds and we decided to fly them altogether.  Well, four
of us took off and were milling around on the left side of the
start-finish when Ralph Doyle and his O.S. 46VRDF pow-
ered Spitfire did a Viking (almost vertical) departure, and
was blistering around with the rest of us.  We all headed for
the start and just as we crossed the line there was a loud
exploding sound as Ralph's airplane had the left wing fold
and the remainder of the airplane became a yard dart look-
ing for a place to land.  Well, the remainder of the airplane
hit Amrein road, and the head and cylinder part of the
crankcase from the top of the crankshaft and up was gone.
Either the asphalt won, or it left the engine before it hit the
ground.  It has happened in the past when an engine that
powerful gets going too fast.  Take a look at the pictures on
page 4 to see what was left.
Everyone decided to break for lunch as several helped
Ralph pick up the scattered pieces of his airplane.  Those
that were there witnessed an amazing sight of a structural
failure.  It was later determined that the center section of the
wing spar wasn't sufficiently strong enough.  
After lunch the winds were even stronger, gusting to around
35 MPH.  We took a vote and nine pilots said "let's call it a
day" and four said "I can go either way", so, in the interest
of safety, we called the race.  
We tallied up the scores and distributed the prize money
(since our races are cash bash) and everyone went home
with an airplane that could race another day…except Ralph.
Knowing Ralph…he has probably started on the next one!
Lastly, I can’t thank the helpers enough for just being there.
Cecil Whitrock, Austin Whitrock, Mark Livesay, Jim
Rawlings, Zach Grooter, and David Oswald thank you so
much…without you all the others couldn't have had as
much fun.  Also, John Grooter from the River City Flyers

pitched in, and helped when we needed an extra caller for
Warbirds.  Thanks John!  
All in all, almost everyone said they had a great time, and
enjoyed the day immensely…that was good to hear!
See you at Curt's race on June 23.

IN MEMORIAL

Lost at The Field: A large pipe cutter (looks like a large
“C” clamp).  If you found it, please call Ralph Amelung at:

636-939-3331 or e-mail at: ramelung@hotmail.com.
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Art Biehl, a Charter Member of the Spirits, passed away
recently at 80 years of age.  He moved to Florida some years
ago, and went to work for
Disney World.  Art remained
active in the sport until his
death.  The Spirits gave him
a lifetime membership when
he moved, in honor of the
many services he performed
for the club.  He was an avid
builder, winning many
awards at the Spirits’ Annual
Show ‘N Tell’s and other
contests of the 1970’s and
1980’s.  He’s shown above
with one of the beautiful Gee
Bee’s he built and entered in those events, and below it, a
picture taken on his 80th birthday.  He was also a very capa-
ble flyer and Contest Director.  He is survived by his wife,
Jeannine, four children, and their families.  His family held
simultaneous memorials at our field and in Florida on
Sunday, May 20. 

May all his landings be smooth ones!
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Engine meets asphalt.  Asphalt wins!  Ralph
Doyle’s O.S. .46 racing engine hit Amrein
Road after the left wing on his Spitfire col-
lapsed.  The rest of the plane looked just as

bad!  See below.

April 28 Four-Star 40 and Warbirds pictures....

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER, BOB GIZZIE, AND WALT WILSON
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5 PHOTOS BY WALT WILSON

2007 Swap Meet pictures
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More 2007 Swap Meet pictures

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER AND WALT WILSON
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PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER AND WALT WILSON

Still More Swap Meet Pictures



The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
The turnout at this year’s Annual Swap Meet was a dis-
appointment.  Paul Geders outdid himself sending
advertising to all the AMA District VI clubs, and
Model Aviation Magazine.  I had a news release pub-
lished in the May 16 issue of the St. Charles Section of
the Post-Dispatch, but the turnout was dismal.  In the
past, we have had around 600 to 700 people attending
Swap Meets.  This time, we had a little over 100.  What
happened?  It was moved to May, instead of the tradi-
tional March, to get away from the gigantic Toledo
show.  That may or may not have hurt us. The location
was not an issue, because one of the larger Swap Meets
we have had in recent years was the first one at Fort
Zumwalt South High School.  Internet sites, like eBay,
have made shopping for used model equipment con-
venient without leaving home. There are frequently
good deals on eBay, too.  Soaring gasoline prices have
discouraged attendance for out-of-towners and possi-

bly even people who may live at another end of the
Metro Area.  Some of the planes and equipment for
sale were less than pristine. I think the ready availabil-
ity of well-made and inexpensive ARF’s has reduced
the salability of home-built aircraft, no matter how
well done, and a tired-looking airplane or engine is
going nowhere unless it’s practically a giveaway!  The
combination of buyers expecting garage sale prices
and sellers trying to recoup at least a reasonable  part
of their costs kept sales low.  I think some vendor sales
were okay, but they probably won’t come back if we
have another Swap Meet next year.  
The concession stand didn’t do well at all.  It was not
set up in the gymnasium, but in an entrance hall used
for people buying tables, that was closed at 10:00 A.M.
The general public came through another entrance and
may not have even known it was there!  Even though
we did make some money overall,  I suspect future par-
ticipation will be seriously debated.

Gotta go build!
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Meeting is on

Wednesday, 

June13

at 7:00 P.M.

Steve Ramonczuk holds the Four-Star 40 while Paul Geders awaits the order to “Start Your E
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