
PREZ SEZ:
By Don Fitch
Hey there, good time to fly! It's a little windy , but how
else are you going to learn to fly in the wind?  After all
,we need to learn how to do repairs, too. What an oppor-
tunity! If you don't feel like flying, but are just plain
bored, come on over to the field, there is usually someone
there to talk with. If you bring your girl friend, your wife
will probably be there to greet both of you. The more
people you know in the club the better you will like it.
Personally, I sometimes like to go here and just watch
others fly, that way I don't crash as many of my planes as
I usually do.  The members at the meeting voted to con-
struct a small helicopter pad. It will be about twenty feet
square and be located west of the pavilion.  This, among
other things, will facilitate training new heli-fliers with-
out damaging their birds on landing, as happens now .
This is a growing segment  in our club  and the introduc-
tion of  mini helicopters  by manufacturers is bound to
increase. Well, got to stop writing and eat breakfast or it
will turn into lunch.                                                        

MEETING MINUTES: May 13, 2009
By Walt Wilson
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 P.M. by President Don
Fitch.

Members signed in:  Twenty-six members and one appli-
cant  were present.  S teve Swenson, 314-392-9201 intro-
duced himself and was welcomed to the club.

Contest/Event Chairman Appointment: President Don 
Fitch announced that he had appointed Mark Livesay as
Contest/Event Committee Chairman replacing Paul Geders,
subject to membership approval.  A lively discussion fol-
lowed.  Several people felt that Paul should continue in that
position because of his extensive experience.  After more
discussion, a secret ballot was taken and Mark’ s appoint-
ment was rejected.  A motion was made, and seconded, to
reinstate Paul to the position, but was rejected by President
Don Fitch.

Secretary’s Report: Walt Wilson, Secretary. Minutes were
accepted as published in last month's Flight Lines.               

Treasurer's Report: Les Richman, T reasurer. The
Treasurer's Report was accepted as presented.  

(Continued on the next page)
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Jeff Bohrer discusses his CAD-designed, scratch-built
F-106 Delta Dart.  It’s designed for a 70mm, five
blade, electric ducted fan and is constructed of

Dapron with carbon fiber reinforcement in critical
areas.

Jim Rawlings showed the finished Astro Hog he had
in work at the last meeting.  It has O.S. 80 FS power .
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(Continued from the previous page)
Field Report: John Matticker, Field Chairman, was not
present.  No issues were addressed.

Safety Report:  Safety Chairman, Lee V olmert, was not
present.  No issues were presented.

Membership Report:  Gary Br egant, Membership
Chairman, was not present.  With the addition of the new
applicant noted above, we have 153 members.  

Activities Report:  
May 16 Four -Star 40 and Warbirds Races: CD Paul
Geders reports that he needs workers and hopes everyone,
who can, will come out to compete or work this event.
Starting time for racing will return to 10:00 A.M. so that the
field can be available for open flying for a while before
being committed to the race (The races wer e cancelled on
the day of the event due to high winds.  See Paul’s report on
page 3).
Boy Scout Flying night, June 23: Event Dir ector Les
Richman asked Instructors and anyone else who wants to
take part in this community service activity to attend and
help out.

OLD BUSINESS
No changes are planned to the existing event schedule for
the year.

NEW BUSINESS
Helicoptor Pad: Pete S tephens proposed that a pad be
installed in the area designated for helicoptor training and
practice. The uneven ground and patchy grass sometimes
cause smaller helicoptors to tip over , which can damage
rotors.  Total cost, using the materials proposed, would be
$295.00.  A vote was taken and the majority of members
approved the idea, with some abstentions, and no opposing
votes.  Property owner, John Ostmann, will be contacted for
approval.  An illustration is on page 5.

Meeting Activity: Three members brought planes to dis-
cuss and a brief technical presentation was made.  See the
pictures on the next page for details.  

Jeff Bohrer won the attendance prize of a $10.00 gift card
donated by Mark Twain Hobbies.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P.M..
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Dave Oswald showed his Great Planes P-47
Thunderbolt ARF.  It’s electric powered and weighs

47 ounces.  It’s a good candidate for Electric Warbird
Racing
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Walt Wilson discussed a complete re-design of the Spirit of
St. Louis Quarter Midget he showed at the Mar ch meeting.
This one is electric powered and, at 24-3/8 ounces, weighs

15 ounces less than the .15 glow-powered Spirit.  It was
sucessfully flown the following week

Dennis Skeeters discussed the high-tech design of his
paper airplanes.  He won a recent club meeting  fly-off

with one like this.
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B-25 Mitchell
By Jeff Muhs
My B-25 is a Ziroli plan-built plane that I purchased about
50% completed.  The wing span is 101", weight is 35
pounds, it uses a pair of 52cc gas XYZ motors turning a pair
of 18x10, 3 blade, Biela carbon fiber props. The original
mufflers were modified to fit within the cowls. Other fea-
tures are a working front brake, complete cockpit and nose
interior kits, and 12 detailed machine guns. It has Robart
retracts. The green cloth used to surround the guns is from
a WW II sewing kit purchased at an army surplus store.
The plane depicts the “Show Me” B-25 at Smartt Field. The

paint was applied using a smooth finishing roller and
matched to the original exact colors by mixing enamel
paints.
Don Fitch took the digital photos of the actual Show Me
nose art. Decals were then produced from those pics. The
folks at Smartt Field were very helpful during the two visits
made to capture as many details of the real deal as possible.
At the present time, testing has been limited to taxiing, and
running engines to eliminate issues on the ground. I plan to
fly her sometime this summer.  Bob Gizzy and I have been
breaking in the engines all winter using his  Four -Star 120
as the test bed.

May 16th Four-Star 40/WARBIRDS Race Cancelled.
By Paul Geders
It happened again…Mother Nature had her way
again…only this time she brought the winds out of the
North.  We had eight racers and seven workers show up.
After watching the flag blow straight out and discussing
with the pilots about taking off into the wind from a taxiway
then realizing that it would be unsafe to come in over the
parking lot to land, the race was cancelled.  Not one other
person attempted to fly. 

(Continued on the next page)
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Another view of Jeff Muhs’ great-looking “Show Me”
B-25 Mitchell.

At The Field..

Bill Lindewirth with his Balsa U.S.A. Sopwith Pup.
More information will, hopefully, come later.

Don Whitrock landed his plane and removed the bat-
tery when he heard it hissing. He threw the battery
into the parking lot.  Shortly thereafter it exploded.
One of the cells ejected it's contents out of the posi-

tive end, with a bang, which left the hole in the gravel
seen in the picture.  The battery was Nickel metal

hydride. The case of the cell was found in the grass
30 feet from the explosion.
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(Continued from the previous page)
The wind was even worse than on April 25th. Bob Onori
came all the way from Illinois and is a member of the Mid-
West Air Wing club.
Special thanks go to the following volunteers/workers who
showed up: Dale Buchanan, Gene Jones, Alan McIntyre,
Jim Moeller , Jerry Quist, Russ Watts, Mark Livesay , and
Walt Wilson.
Next race is scheduled for June 20 and will be CD'd by Curt
Milster.  Please give him your support.
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Some of the members who came out to work the wind-
cancelled May 16 races ended the day with some

armchair flying. (Left to right) Les Richman, Gene
Jones, Paul Geders, Don Fitch, Walt Wilson, and

Mark Livesay.

Frank West runs up the engine in his Citabria prior to
takeoff.

The Curt Milster family enjoys a day at the field.

Jerry Quist prepares to fire up the Super Tigre in his
Four-Star 40.
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Mike Roederer launches his tuned piped, O.S. 46-
powered, Shrike.  It’s been clocked at 75 MPH, with
no wind.  He says that after just flying it once, his

nerves are good for the rest of the day!
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This picture of R.C. Dog was sent to me by one of my
R/C Report Online readers, Jack DeLisle.

20’ x 20’
HELICOPTER

PAD

The above illustration shows the location of a coming
20’ x 20’ helicopter pad, to be surfaced with

Geocloth, to create a smooth surface for training and
hovering practice.  It was proposed and approved at

the May 13 membership meeting.

RC Float 
Fly 

June 27 & 28, 2009 
Horseshoe Lake 

Spectators welcome!   
Sponsored by: 

East Side RC – Edwardsville 
Location: 3321 Highway 111, Granite City, IL 62040  (111 & horseshoe lake Rd.) 

Bring your lawn chairs and a picnic to enjoy a day of unusual flying! 
More Info: www.eastsiderc.com 

RSVP: contact@eastsiderc.com 
Event Details:  Flying 10 to 3 
each day, event is a ‘fun fly’ not 

an official contest event.  
Frequency control and a chase 
boat will be provided by ESRC.  
Sunday is a ‘rain date’, but if 
adequate flyers available, we will 
fly both days.  No landing fee, but donations accepted to cover 

AMA fees.  All flyers are 
required to show current AMA 
membership. ESRC has 
registered & insured this site 
with AMA.  Bring your own 
drinks, food, lawn chairs, 
picnic and airplane! 

Bob Gizzie congratulates Jedidiah Milster on soloing
on May 23.  Traditionally, the back was cut out of his
T-shirt and marked with the event and details (right).
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The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
Summer weather is here and the good flying days are get-
ting closer together .  Because of vision problems and the
potential difficulty in seeing a small silver airplane at a dis-
tance, I asked Ralph Doyle to fly the QM Spirit of St. Louis
I re-designed for electric power and had at the May 13
meeting (picture on page 2).  It flew beautifully , was rea-
sonably aerobatic after increasing the throw on the ailerons

from my initial settings, and would slow to almost a walk
without stalling.  It was rather windy , but the Spirit was
almost impervious to it.  This was Ralph’s first experience
flying an electric-powered airplane.  
I’m building a second version with some minor design
changes and will finish it in a more visible color , like Cub
yellow.  I won’ t be flying much until after my upcoming
cataract surgery, but plan to build a lot.  

Gotta go build!
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Area 2009 Activities Schedule

Date Contest/Event CD/ED Notes 
June 6 High-Wing Trainer Race Steve Ramonczuk
June 20 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Curt Milster
July 11 Fun-Fly Bob Fiely Low Key 
July 18 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Ron Hesskamp
August 22 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Steve Cross
September 9 Meeting at Field Board of Directors Member Appreciation Dinner
September 26 Open House Committee
October 10 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Paul Geders
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www.spiritsofstl.com

Meeting is on

Wednesday, 

June 10

at 7:00 P.M.

Jeff Muhs with his “Show Me” B-25.  It depicts the Commemorative Air Force B-25 kept at Smartt Field, in
St. Charles County.
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