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ELECTION OF 2004 OFFICERS OCT. 8
BUILD-nn -FF LY CONTEST OCT. 11
WARBIRDS/FOUR-S
S TAR RACES OCT. 18
PRESIDENT’S NOTES:
By Steve Cross
Hard to believe, but you will probably be reading this at the
beginning of October! Where did the summer go? I'm actually writing this in the middle of September and our Third
Annual Open House is only two weeks away. Of course,
when you receive this newsletter it will be history and there
will be many pictures to celebrate what hopefully will be
another banner event for our club. I will have a separate
column in this newsletter that will summarize all the activities and so forth. Keep reading!
Don't forget about our last two events in October. The
Build-n-Fly contest is October 11, and the rescheduled
Warbirds/Four-Star 40 race is the 18th. Come on out. Both
events promise to be a great time for all involved.
I'm going to keep this short so that Walt has more room for
pictures. They're much more interesting than what I have to
say here!
See you at the field!
Steve Cross

of applause for Ken Brock, Harold Mantz and Art Frost,
who do much work at the field beyond grass cutting.
They’re three more of the club’s “invisible men”!
Safety Report: Steve Cross noted the “No Spectators
Beyond This Point” signs at the field and asked that all
members diplomatically try to enforce that rule. Yellow
tape will be strung for the Open House.
Activities Report:
Third Annual Open House: Steve Cross talked extensively about job assignments and requirements for help from our
members at our upcoming Open House. All Spirits should
make themselves available to work at least part of the day
in support of this, our largest flying event of the year. A
signup sheet was passed around at the meeting for everyone
to select a time period when they could work at their chosen
assignment.
There will be hamburgers, hot dogs, chips and other snacks
available, along with soda and water.
Publicity flyers have been sent to ‘Frank Opinion’ at radio
station KTRS and distributed to area hobby shops. Walt
Wilson will pursue media coverage.
This event is a really big deal and projects an image of our
club to all who attend. We want it to come off successfully.
Build-n-Fly Contest: Vic Bunze noted that pre-entry is
required by October 4, so that sufficient materials may be
purchased and kits assembled. Rules are on page 7. Get
your entry in!
Warbirds/Four-Star 40 Races: The September 6 races
have been rescheduled to October 18. Several new
Warbirds are expected to be entered. This will be the
Spirits’ final flying event of the year.
Several Spirits’ members attended the Ozark Mountain
Jet Rally at Sullivan, Missouri on September 6.
(Continued on the next page)

MEETING MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 10, 2003
By Walt Wilson
Members signed in: 21 members, two new member applicants and two guests were present.
.
Secretary's Report: Minutes were accepted as published
in last month's Flight Lines. Jim Rawlings pointed out that
the Astro Hog pictured in last month’s newsletter was a new
airplane, not rebuilt, as noted in the caption.
Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer's Report was accepted
as presented.
Field Report: George Cooper read his Field Report as published on page three of this newsletter. There was a round
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(Contined from the previous page)
They found the turbine-powered jets to be awesome
machines! The ‘build quality’ and performance were very
impressive.

Walt Wilson with his Sportsman Aviation Waco 60 ARF.
It’s powered by a Magnum .61 XL two-stroke engine. The
workmanship is excellent. Wing loading is 17.39 ounces
per square foot, which places it in ‘Gentle Flyer’ category,
but it can be very aerobatic. This is a kit review for RC
Modeler magazine and will appear in a future issue.

Steve Ramonczuk holds his Modeltech P-47 D Thunderbolt
ARF. It’s powered by an O.S. .91 four-stroke engine. He
says some parts didn’t fit very well and the retractable
landing gear is so flimsy it would be dangerous to use.
He’s going to replace it with fixed gear. No decals were
included in the kit and he hasn’t been successful in getting
them. It’s relatively lightweight and should fly well.

shipping policy.
By-Law Change: The change to the By-Laws involving
annual discretionary spending limits for the President, as
detailed in last month’s Flight Lines, was passed unanimously. The President is now limited to discretionary
spending of a total of $500.00 each year.

The St. Louis R/C Flying Association has a new field near
Eureka, Missouri presented a “Big Bird Fly-In” on
September 20 and 21. Only a few of our members fly jets
or planes with 80” or larger wing spans, which were
required for participation.

Another By-law Change: The following changes are proposed and will be voted upon at the October meeting;
Article 7, Section 3.
WAS:
"New members who join in OCTOBER through DECEMBER will pay initiation fee and rates documented in the
Club newsletter "FLIGHT LINES" and will be covered for
the following year."
NOW:
Deleted Section 3, and re-numbered Section 4 as Section 3
and Section 5 as Section 4.
Article 8 Section 2, Last entry
WAS:
"Membership dues are per the rate structure published in
the Spirits of St. Louis R/C Flying Club, Inc. newsletter
FLIGHT LINES. Only one newsletter per family address."

OLD BUSINESS:
The farmer who works the fields adjacent to our flying field
has a problem with our people who crash and then damage
his crops while retreiving their planes. If challenged, be
polite and refer him to Steve Cross. You have the right to
retrieve your plane as granted by the property owner, John
Ostmann! Avoid any confrontations with the farmer! We
have tried to be good neighbors and will continue to do so.
NEW BUSINESS:
Tower Hobbies will now ship small purchases for $3.99
instead of the $7.99 charged in the past. We encourage you
to support local hobby shops, but if the part you need is only
available from Tower, this is an improvement over their past

(Continued on the next Page)
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(Continued from the previous page)
NOW:
“Membership dues are per the rate structure documented
on the Membership Application for the Spirits of St. Louis
R/C Flying Club, Inc.”

FIELD REPORT
By George Cooper
With the lack of rain in August, our trees were looking sick.
Steve Cross contacted Mr. Ostmann and obtained permission for us to get water from the truck garage. I hauled
about 150 gallons of water and some others brought jugs of
water and the trees immediately looked better. With the
subsequent rain they are once again looking pretty good to
go into the winter.
We broke another spindle on a mower wheel due to hitting
the concrete race markers. I found an old spindle which
works in the barn and installed it. Ken Brock and I dug in
all 5 concrete markers below the surface to prevent any
more wheel breakage.
Thanks to Ken Brock, Harold Mantz and Art Frost who
helped me fill in and seed the low spots in the pit area. We
had 4 yards of dirt and 2 bales of straw delivered and we
spread it September 4. We spread 50 pounds of grass seed
over the pit areas and some of the bare spots around the
infield. Total cost was $131.67. With a little rain it should
grow this fall and be nice for next summer. Please avoid or
at least walk gently over the strawed areas as the new grass
grows in.
The mowing is slowing down. We skipped one week due to
slow growth. We may skip some weeks during the fall season so some teams may luck out. I want to mow it one last
time probably very late in November so it will be short for
winter flying.
George Cooper, Field Chairman
Pat Keebey, Assistant

Dues Change: The Board of Directors has made the following change to the dues structure to encourage new members to join in August or September, rather than waiting
until the first of October. New members who join in August
or September will pay $10.00 each for August and/or
September, and will also pay the next year's dues and initiation fee at the same time. New members who join on/after
Oct. 1st get the next years dues included! A current AMA
membership is required for all applicants.
New Member Applicants:
Name
Phone Number
Tom Baum
636-936-2356
He was unanimously accepted by the members present.
GPS Coordinates:
Bob Gizzie provided Global
Positioning System coordinates for our field, so a medical
helicopter could find us quickly if required. They will be
posted at the field.
Nomination of Officers for 2004:
The following candidates were nominated at the meeting:
President:
Steve Cross
Vice President: George Cooper
Secretary:
Walt Wilson
Treasurer:
Les Richman
Other candidates may be nominated at the October meeting,
or written in on an absentee ballot. An absentee ballot, for
members who can’t attend the meeting, is on page nine.

Open House 2003
By Steve Cross
What a great event!! With all the rain we had on Friday
night, I really wasn't sure if our Open House was going to
happen or not. But, Saturday dawned bright and
sunny…very, very windy….but sunny. I'll let the pictures
show you how successful the event was, but let me just say
that we had over 200 people in attendance during the course
of the day, including about 35 pilots flying some 45 planes
and 6 helicopters! Raffle tickets were selling like hotcakes,
and the concession stand sold out of just about everything
we had to sell. Which means that we ended up with a very
nice profit for the club. Twenty-six members volunteered to
help throughout the day, and I would like to personally
thank each and every one of them for their service to the
club. However, there are several members that went above
and beyond, and they deserve a very special thank you.
Those members are George Cooper, Bill Lindewirth, Ralph
Doyle, Ken Brock, David Rose, Carolyn Schlueter, Vic
Bunze and Fred Switalski. Outstanding job, everyone!

Field Chairman Needed: George Cooper will step down
as Field Chairman at the end of this year. He’s done a great
job in developing and maintaining our facilities and field
equipment for the past two years. Our sincere thanks to
George! A new Field Chairman will be needed effective
January 1. George will be there to advise and support whoever takes over the position. If you would like to volunteer,
call Steve Cross at 636-458-3287.
Meeting Activity:
Steve Ramonczuk and Walt Wilson showed and discussed
their new planes. See the photos for details.
Meeting was adjourned at 8:55 P.M.
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Spirits’ Third Annual Open House, September 27, 2003

Steve Cross, Chris Balish, host of KSDK’s Show Me St.
Louis, Walt Wilson and George Cooper. Mike Lindsey and
George flew for the cameras and the Spirits were featured
on that show September 25.

More photos
on the next
page......
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Mike Lindsey explains the workings of his Y.S. .80
powered JR Vigor to the Show Me St. Louis host and
cameraman. Mike recently won the IRCHA Helicoptor
Jamboree at AMA Headquarters in Muncie, Indiana.
Among his prizes were a fully built and ready to fly
Bergen helicoptor with a G-23 engine and a JR 10X
Helicoptor radio. Good going Mike!
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Pictures from the Ozark Mountain Jet Fly-In

Jet Fly-In Photos
by Ralph Doyle
and Bob Gizzie

Pictures from the Big Bird Fly-In
Big Bird photos by Walt Wilson
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Build-n-Fly Contest Rules
The objective of this event is to assemble an R/C aircraft at
the field using only a set of materials provided by the
Contest Director, and then fly a lap around the runway. The
total elapsed time from start of construction to completion
of the lap will determine the score, and lowest overall time
wins.

the aircraft. At the end of 45 minutes, all the teams will go
to the flight line for timed engine run-ups and shut-downs,
then restart and launch.
8. Aircraft will be hand launched and must include a throttle control and shut-off. The shut-off must be demonstrated
before launching the aircraft. Thus, the motor must be started and run up, then shut down by radio input, and then it can
be restarted for the launching. Timing begins on the signal
"start your engine" and stops when the one lap is completed
and the airplane comes to a complete stop on the ground.

1. Two or three person teams will compete. One team
member will be the pilot and all will team to assemble the
plane.
2. Team pre-registration, one week before the event, will
be required to allow the CD to purchase the correct amount
of materials ahead of time. Entry fee will be collected the
day of the event. One or two extra sets of materials will be
purchased at the discretion of the CD, if he thinks that a
team may want to enter the day of the event.

9. No more than three attempts to launch and complete the
lap will be made. The clock will continue to run between
attempts.
10. The team with the lowest time to build will go first, and
so on. This way everyone is watching the flight line, and it
reduces the risk of uncontrolled landings, without people
being on the lookout. It will also be a good way to control
frequencies.

3. All teams will be given, at the same time, a kit of identical materials (see list of materials below). Teams must use
the materials in the kit provided, and no other materials or
adhesives can be used.

11. The low total time score wins for completing the plane
and flying a lap. No score applies if the full lap is not completed within three attempts. Spotters at each end of the runway will be used to ensure that you go the distance.

4. Each team can bring whatever tools desired for aircraft
assembly at the field, but none of the tools can become part
of the plane. The Club generator will be provided for those
that require it. Teams can produce, and/or bring to the event
a design drawing, sketches with dimensions, and templates
,if so desired.

12. If no team completes a circuit around the runway, winners or rankings will be determined by the shortest time,
then the next shortest time, etc., to complete building the
airplane.

5. Each team will provide their own radio system (transmitter and receiver, and computer type radios are OK), servos, battery pack(s), and propulsion system including propeller, fuel tank, and fuel line. Motor can be electric or glow.
Engines should not exceed .40 cubic inch.

Bill of Materials: (May be modified at discretion of CD)
· One 24" x 36 " sheet of 5/16" thick foam board
· One set of hardwood engine mount rails, 3/8" x ½" x
12" each
· One set of engine mounting nuts, bolts and washers
· Two-36" long, ¼" x ½" hard balsa strips
· One 2" wide roll of Duct Tape
· One small bottle of CA gap filling adhesive and
accelerator
· Double-sided servo mounting tape sufficient for four
servos
· One 1" x 12" strip of 1/8" plywood
· Four 12" long, 2-56 threaded push rods with clevises
· Three nylon control horns with mounting screws

6. Any type design of aircraft can be used, but must be
deemed airworthy and safe to fly by the CD only. The CD
will use three minutes to verify that each airplane is airworthy, in other words, every one has 3 minutes tacked on for
verifying airworthiness, and it will be applied in its entirety
to every time score. Safety is of the utmost importance. If
the CD asks you to correct something…just do it!
7. The clock starts when the teams are given (pickup) their
set of materials simultaneously. Each team will be timed to
the completion of their airplane. When the aircraft is
deemed complete by the team they will yell out “complete”,
and the CD will record the time for that team and the team
will not touch the airplane again until engine start up. A
maximum time of 45 minutes will be allowed to complete

The Build-n-Fly Contest will be on October 11, 2003. Preentry is required by October 4.
If you have any questions, call Vic Bunze at
636-541-2094.
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Spirits o f St. L ouis R/C Fl ying Club, Inc.
Presents

Four-Star 40*
and
Silver Cl ass WARBIRDS*
Races
Saturday , October 18, 2003
At Spirits Field
on Amrein Road, ½ mile southof Greens Bottom Road
St. Charles County
Paul Geders, Contest Director
ENTRY FEE: FREE!!!

Registration starts at 9:00 a.m.
Racing starts at ~ 10:00 a.m.
*Class ru les a re availab le on th e Spirits’ Web Site at:
www .spiritsof stl.com
unde r the Con test & Events link on the firs t pa ge!
For more information call: Paul Geders at 314-83 8-1350
or e-mail him at: pg eders@ch arter.n et
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Official 2004 Ballot
The following candidates have been nominated for officers for the year 2004. If you will be unable to
attend the October meeting, place a check mark in the box next to your choice for each office. If you want
to nominate another candidate, use the line below the name of the candidate already nominated for that
office.
President

Steve Cross
___________________________________
Vice President
George Cooper
___________________________________
Secretary
Walt Wilson
___________________________________
Treasurer
Les Richman
___________________________________
If you cannot attend the October meeting, complete the above and mail it to:
Walt Wilson
3000 Persimmon Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301-0131
Don Fitch has successfully flown his Big Foot Delta (photo
in last month’s Flight Lines)! He completed several laps
around the field and landed on the runway. Congratulations,
Don! It’s a variation on his design for the Build-n-Fly
Contest.
I attended the St. Louis Radio Control Flying Assn. Big Bird
Fly-In on September 20. They have a beautiful new field
outside of Eureka. There were a couple of dozen large scale
Edges, Extras, and Ultimate Bipes, all capable of 3-D hovering and spectacular aerobatics, while trailing almost
enough smoke to bring the EPA down on them. There were
also a few, very well-done, scale subjects. I ran into Charlie
Brunner and Max Hurst, who used to race Warbirds with us
during the 1980’s. It was a beautiful day and well worth the
time spent there.
Gotta Go Build

Training Report
By Ralph Amelung
We would like to thank Mike Lindsey, and especially our
friends at Corner Hobbies in Belleville, Illinois, for the
donation of a JR radio to be used as a buddy box. Some of
the newer JR radios were not compatible with the buddy
box we had been using. Mike saw the need and Corner
Hobbies came through with the donation. Thank you very
much!
GSLMA Tail Gate Swap Meet;
By Walt Wilson
The annual GSLMA Tail Gate Swap Meet will be held on
two consecutive days this year. It’ll be at Buder Park on
Saturday, October 11 and Sunday, October 12, from 8 A.M.
to 11:00 A.M. each day. Flying will be allowed while the
Swap Meet is in progress.

Spirits of St. Louis R/C Flying Club, Inc. Dues

The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
Our Third Annual Open House was a great event, enjoyed
by all who attended. Steve Cross did an excellent job of
putting it all together. At Steve’s request, I pursued media
coverage. KSDK’s host of Show Me St. Louis, Chris
Balish, visited our field and did a preview of the event
which was aired on Thursday, September 25. The St.
Charles County Post-Dispatch. had an announcement of the
Open House on Wednesday, the 24th. They also sent a
reporter, Robin Seaton Jefferson, who interviewed several
of our participants and spectators on the day of the event.
That story was published on Tuesday, September 30. She
even got some stick time!

New Member Initiation Fee
$25.00
Full Membership
$100.00
Family Membership
$125.00
Associate (Non-Flying) Membership
$25.00
(No Initiation Fee Required)
Junior membership (Under 16)
$25.00
(No Initiation Fee Required)
New members who join in August or September will pay
$10.00 each for August and/or September, and will also pay
next years dues and initiation fee at the same time. New
members who join on/after Oct. 1st get the next years dues
included!
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Spirits’ 2003 Activities Schedule
Date

Contest or Event

Contest or
Event Director

Notes

October 8

Club Meeting

Steve Cross

Regular Monthly Meeting/Elections

October 11

Build-n-Fly Contest

Vic Bunze

First team to build and fly one lap wins

October 18

Warbirds/Four-Star 40 Races

Paul Geders

AMA sanctioned event

November 12

Club Meeting

Steve Cross

Participant Awards

December 10

Club Meeting

TBD
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