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SPIRITSí FUN-F
FLY COMING JULY 17
PREZ SEZ:
By Bill Lindewirth
Once again I would like to personally thank Merrill "Westy"
Westhoff for his presentation and review of the "Hobbico"
"NextSTAR" ARF, as well as Jack Owens and Joe
Stramaglia for sharing their expertise on NiCad ( Nickel
Cadium) and NiMH, (Nickel Metal Hydride) batteries.
Next month I will be presenting "Jets 101 - An Introduction
to Jets"
If you have ever been interested in as to what it takes to
build or fly a jet, don't miss next months’ meeting. Also at
that time I will be reviewing "Yellow Aircraft's; Starfire"
Hope to see you there!

Open House: Paul Geders has applied for a sanction to get
advertising in Model Aviation Magazine. Event Director
Greg Pugh reported that a flyer will be ready for distribution
in a few days. Three or four prizes, ranging from a RTF airplane to a gift certificate will be presented for selection by
the raffle winner. Greg will consult with Mark Twain
Hobbies about possible prizes. Greg will handle concessions, Bill Lindewirth will do transmitter impound, Walt
Wilson will seek newspaper and television publicity, Dave
Rose will be in charge of parking cars. Demo flights will be
offered to spectators, as in the past. Scott Cathey and some
“big bird” flyers will be asked to do demo flying.
OLD BUSINESS:
None was presented.

MEETING MINUTES: June 9, 2004
By Walt Wilson
The Meeting was called to order by President Bill
Lindewirth at 7:00 P.M.

NEW BUSINESS:
Club Banner: Bill Lindewirth will get a permanent Spirits
vinyl banner for “Pilot Registration”.
Public Address System. Pat Keebey will investigate a
smaller, lighter P.A. system.
Tables for Club Events: Paul Geders will buy three fiberglass tables for use at club events.

Members signed in: 17 members were present. Several
were absent due to President Ronald Reagan’s funeral on
TV.
Secretary's Report: Minutes were accepted as published in
last month's Flight Lines.

Meeting Activity: Jack Owens and Joe Stramaglia discussed NiCad and NiMh batteries and their charging and
relative qualities. On-Off switches were identified as possible sources of unexplained radio failures.
Westy Westhoff showed and discussed his new Hobbico
Nexstar. See the photos on page two for details.

Treasurer's Report: The Treasurer's Report was accepted
as presented.
Field Report: Greg Pugh serviced the tractors and mowed
around the barn. The commercial mowing is satisfactory to
everyone present.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:42 P.M.

Activities Report:
June 5 Learn to Fly Day: Member attendance was great.
No Boy Scouts appeared, but six walk-ins and members
received training. A report is on page five.
June 26 Warbirds/Four-Star 40 Races: C.D. Vic Bunze
reported that workers are needed. There will be $10.00 gift
certificates for all workers and contestants. Snacks will be
available. Paul Geders will e-mail the flyer to other area
clubs.

BUDER PARK PERMITS
By Walt Wilson
For those of you who still occasionally want to fly at Buder
Park, when you submit your application for a permit, send
it to:
Joe Moll,
7315 Elm Grove Court
Hazelwood, MO 63042
Do not send it to Rudy Gallina!
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Jack Owens gave an excellent presentation on the relative features and charging/usage qualities of NiCad
and NiMh batteries. If well cared-for, batteries can
still be good after ten years or more of service.
Proper charging is very important.

3. Please respond by e-mail to this as soon as possible.
Does your club have a program whereby members are recognized as they become more proficient in their flying?

Joe Stramaglia also discussed batteries and noted
that switches are sometimes responsible for otherwise
unexplained radio failures.

WALT WILSON PHOTOS

AMA DISTRICT VI HELP WANTED
From Charlie Bauer, AMA V.P., District VI
1. Help Wanted: There are two openings for volunteers
in the district. One is a Frequency Coordinator, and the
other is a District Safety Officer. Duties of each are yet to be
completely determined. If anyone is interested, send me an
e-mail with the details of what you think the duties should
be. Some of the duties of each are:
Frequency Coordinator: Shipping the two frequency
scanners that are made available to clubs for large
contests/fly-ins. Gather and provide information about frequency problems for publication on the District VI web site,
and in the monthly District VI column.
District Safety Officer: Collect information about safety problems and prepare safety bulletins for publication on
the district VI web site, and in the monthly District VI column.
2. Hopefully your club will appoint someone to follow
through and report incidents to me by e-mail. I'm sure that
we are all tired of hearing that such an such type of flying
or that certain models are more dangerous and that the rules
for that type of flying or certain models must be changed.
What I am asking is that clubs report to me by e-mail,
between now and September 1, all incidents of crashes,
injuries, etc. that happen at your flying field. What I need is
the type of model, engine size, etc. This information will be
used for statistial purposes only, no club names or persons
will be indentified.

Westy Westhoff showed and discussed his new
Hobbico NexSTAR RTF. It comes with the engine,
radio, and all necessary components already
installed. Assembly time is touted as 20 minutes, but
Westy says it really takes a little longer. All assembly
is with screws, no glue is required. It has a fourchannel Futaba radio and an O.S. .46 FXi engine. It
has a Flight Stabilizer system that will return the
plane to level flight if you just release the sticks. It
also has a crash-replacement guaantee if the owner is
assisted by an experienced instructor. A Realflight
computer simulator and USB cable to connect the
transmitter are also included.
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DON FITCH PHOTOS

LOST PLANE FINDER
By Don Fitch
For the last couple of years our field has been blessed by the
absence of surrounding cornfields. Finding a downed plane
in an open field is usually not a difficult task, but as we all
know a cornfield is a different problem. Well, now we have
a cornfield on the north boundary of our field, again. To aid
in the search for our planes, a device has been installed on
the pilot’s station fence. It consists of a pointing device and
a graduated circle complete with vernier.

tighten the wing nut to hold the sighted line. One can read
the graduated circle (actually a clock face) and make a written note of the reading. Using the vernier, one can establish
a line direction to within 50 seconds of an arc. The venier
can be read clockwise or counterclockwise since we are
operating a pointing device and not an angle-measuring
device.
To locate the plane takes two people; one carrying a pole
with a flag and one to align the pole with the direction of the
sights on the finder. They can communicate with two-way
radios. The person carrying the flagged pole is guided along
the line by the second person sighting through the device
and telling the searcher to go left or right to keep them on
the correct line. This procedure, at ¼ mile, should take the
flagman to within a maximum of 21 feet from the downed
plane.
Anyone wanting to learn more about reading the direction
on the device can get help from Don Fitch.
FIELD REPORT
By Greg Pugh
Nothing exciting this month to report. The grass continues
to grow, EB Green Care continues to mow and the field is
looking good, given all the rain. The county patched many
holes on Amrein road and that's probably as good as it’s
going to get.
A late May storm blew the outhouse over and the company
re-serviced it quickly.
I've been spraying weeds around the parking lot and experimenting with Trimox and Ortho general weed killer (which
I picked up for a good price at Home Depot). While spraying, one of the sprayers broke. It was in poor condition, anyway, so I threw it away. The Stainless Steel Sprayer is working fine.
Enjoy your field!

Using this device is quite simple. When a plane goes down
in the corn, take note of a landmark as far away as possible
that is in line with the place the plane entered the cornfield.
Move to the sighting device and using the front and rear
sights aim the device at the aforementioned landmark and
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“V” tail, but usually they are pretty small. On the other
hand, they can be used to blame your next crash on.

LEARN TO FLY DAY
By Bob Gizzie
The weather was great and the club members, instructors,
volunteers and helpers turned out in force. I would like to
extend thanks to all! Though no Scouts showed up, we did
have some teaching going on! I believe the reason for the
absence of Scouts was that many were leaving on vacation
with their families as school got out on Friday. At least the
ones I spoke to said they were going out of town. This
weekend also was High School graduation with commencement and parties going on all weekend! But there was flying and instruction anyway. We even had Dan Hackman,
who farms the surrounding fields, flying with Gene Jones.
Bob Underwood was assisting, too, which was a welcome
sight! Special thanks to Gene and Bob. Again thank you to
all the folks for your support and participation!

AMA NATIONAL NEWSLETTER ON LINE
By Walt Wilson
Did you know that in addition to Model Aviation, the AMA
publishes a National Newsletter each month Their newsletters, from January, 1997, to the present are available on line
at:
www.modelaircraft.org/templates/ama/newsletters.asp.
Check it out, it’s interesting reading! They generally consist of “How To’s” or technical articles submitted directly
or copied from club newsletters published throughout the
country. I submit Flight Lines to them each month but, to
my knowledge, they haven’t used any of our material so far.
JUNE 26 FOUR-STAR 40/WARBIRD RACES
By Vic Bunze
The event was held under beautiful weather conditions,
sunny, not too hot and not too windy. We had a total of nine
participants, three flew in both Four-Star and Warbirds, one
flew Warbirds only and four flew Four-Star only.
The Four Star races consisted of three heats of three planes
per round. The four Warbirds were flown in a single heat
per round. A total of five rounds were flown. The Warbirds
were very fast and tight to the two- minute course limit.
Over all, the flying was exciting and competitive. We had a
great barbeque for lunch with Bill Lindeworth serving up
burgers and dogs. That provided a welcome break from all
the flying.
The final standings were:
Fourstar:
Place
Charlie Brunner
1
Gene Jones
2
Paul Geders
3
Curt Milster
4
Pat Keeby
5
Warbirds:
Place
Ron Hesskamp
1
Paul Geders
2
Curt Milster
3
Bob Bennett
4
Bill Lindeworth also provided gifts for all the participants in
the form of Swiss Army Knives, Insulated coffee mugs, and
lighted key fobs.
We had generous help from the lap counters and the cut
callers out on each end of the course. Special thanks to all
of them; Steve Cross, Steve Ramonczuk, Jim Rawlings,
Russ Watts, Ken Brock and the Milster boys.
My thanks also to Paul Geders, who provided help and
guidance to me at my first time as a CD for a racing event.
It would have been hard without his help.
(Photos on the next page)

THE “V” TAIL
By Don Fitch
Want to give the gang at the field a wake up call? It’s easy.
Just take any airplane you have and make it into a “V” tail
craft. In order to get a “V” tail that matches the effectiveness of the conventional horizontal plus vertical tail we have
to figure out the correct size. That’s easy. All we haveto do
is modify the design of the horizontal tail surface that has
been found to be effective on the plane of choice. To do this
we keep the fore and aft dimensions the same and lengthen
the inboard/outboard dimensions by multiplying by 1.31.
For example if the right side of the horizontal tail was 14
inches we would increase that to 1.31X 14 = 18.28 inches or
18 ¼ inches is close enough. This assumes that the dihedral
angle of the tail is 40 degrees, which has been found to be
an all round usable configuration. Now, do the same thing to
the other side.
What happened to the rudder? Well it’s now a part of the
“V” tail. The projection of the "V" tail onto a horizontal surface will be the same as the original horizontal tail surface.
The projection of the “V” tail onto a vertical surface will
produce an effective rudder. To check that the rudder area is
at least equal to the original rudder, hold the fore and aft
dimensions the same and multiply the inboard/outboard
dimension by 0.64. For example if the original horizontal
tail was 12 inches long, the height of the effective rudder
surface created will be 7.71 inches. 12 x 0.64 = 7.71. That’s
for one side of the “V” tail. There are two side, therefore we
have 7.71 X 2 = 15.4. Changing the span only changes the
area by the same proportion.
Radio control of the “V” tail is easy now that computer
radios are everywhere. Open the instruction book that came
with your radio and look for a “V” tail mixing setting and
follow the instructions. In general you will use the elevator
and the rudder channels which will be mixed as needed to
produce the desired results. Controlling the plane in the air
is no different from a conventional tail configuration. Try it,
it’s easier than you would think.
There will be some secondary aerodynamic effects from the
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On the Internet..........

PHOTOS DOWNLOADED FROM THE INTERNET

This gigantic B-52 has eight turbines and weighs 300
pounds. It was built by Gordon Nicholl who lives in
England.
More views are available on our web site in the
“Collection of Interesting Things” page.

This radio-controlled C-17 Model built by an Englishman is
also a really impressive project. One fascinating part is the
web page link (below) which shows some 90 illustrations
and photos of the project work-in-progress. It is 17 feet
long, five feet high and weighs 200 lbs. It took 600 hours to
design and around five months to build. Shaun Downey
worked on the project in England.
A complete story about the design and construction of this
gigantic C-17 is available at:
http://homepage.eircom.net/~skycam/c17construction1.htm
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Steve Holland and Tony Hooper with the 'Globemaster
III', ready to fly.

Giant Scale R/C Birds
By Walt Wilson
Our British cousins, along with many other Europeans,
seem to be trying to outdo each other by building really BIG
R/C planes. These two monsters are typical of their efforts.
Some models of World War I fighters and various other
planes have been built in up to 1/2 scale and larger. The
weights of these planes far exceed the allowable amounts
that AMA will insure in the U.S.A. One has to wonder, too,
how these planes are transported to-and-from the flying
fields.

The original bird flew fast by 1935 standards, winning the
Bendix Trophy (2000 mile cross country) and the
Thompson Trophy (pylon race in Cleveland, Ohio.)
Some cowl corrections need to be made as an overheating
problem was detected immediately after a picture perfect
landing. Note that full right aileron trim and four or so
clicks of rudder trim were added during the flight without
incident.
It should be noted that (with all the prop stats provided)
George Cooper contributed to bringing "Mister Mulligan"
out of mothballs and making it airworthy. An excellent
mentor indeed.

CAROLYN SCHLUETER PHOTO
CAROLYN SCHLUETER PHOTO

This thing looks real!!!!! Mister Mulligan spans 110 inches
and weighs 25 pounds. It is powered by a converted
Homelite 2.5 cubic inch (41 CC) gas engine. The prop
selection was a 20 x 6 Zinger developing 17.5 pounds of
thrust at 7700 RPM. The 18 x 10 prop developed 15 pounds
at 7500 RPM and a 20 x 8 developed 12.5 pounds at 7000
RPM.

The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
A number of years ago I bought an Ikon Northwest kit of a
Monocoupe 110 and started to build it. The Lindbergh
Monocoupe D-145 was hanging at Lambert International
airport, so I decided to modify the kit to depict it. I took lots
of pictures from all the angles I could, but couldn’t see the
interior. Someone told me about a Monocoupe at Creve
Coeur airport that was finished like the Lindbergh plane and
the name of the owner, Bud Dake. I found a phone number
and called him. He gave me permission to take all the pictures of his plane that I needed. I went to the airport and
photographed his plane inside and out. It was a real beauty
(see below)!

WALT WILSON PHOTO

Mr. Mulligan Flies!
By Ralph Amelung
Don Fitch turned over the Mister Mulligan keys to Ralph
Amelung. Ralph Amelung once again has raided Don's
garage!

GEORGE COOPER PHOTO
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As the years went by, one project or another interferred and
the Monocoupe is still unfinished, but getting closer. On
Sunday, June 20 there was a report in the news that a vintage 1947 Monocoupe had crashed in St. Peters, killing the
pilot, Bud Dake, and a passenger. Except for a few pieces
of orange and black wreckage, it was almost unrecognizable
as a Monocoupe. At this time, the cause of the crash is
unknown. Even though I only talked with Bud Dake once,
I feel like I knew him.
Gotta go finish that Monocoupe
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Presented by:
Spirit’s of St. Louis R/C Flying Club, Inc

July 17, 2004
Club Field

“FREE” Entry Fee
Prizes! Prizes! Prizes!
Valid AMA Required

Pilot Registration 9:00 am
Flying Begins 10:00 am
For additional information
Contact Bob Fiely
314-434-0206
Or Visit our WEBSITE

http://spiritsofstl.com
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Spirits’ 2004 Activities Schedule
Date

Contest or Event

Contest or
Event Director

July 17

Fun-Fly

Bob Fiely

September 11

Four-Star 40/Warbirds

Paul Geders

September 25 Open House

Greg Pugh

October 2

Charlie Brunner

SLRCFA Four-Star 40
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Walt Wilson
3000 Persimmon Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301-0131
AMA Charter 396 • Since 1965

www.spiritsofstl.com
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Notes

AMA Sanctioned Races

Eureka, Mo.

