
NEW YEAR’S DAY
FLY-IN, 1-1-11
By Walt Wilson
The temperature was in the
20’s with a 15 MPH wind,
which gave a wind chill in
the low teens, but a number
of Spirits came and flew, or
just schmoozed, throughout
the day.  There were several
planes flown, including gas,
glow, and electric, but there
was a lot more time spent
just standing around visit-
ing.   A big “THANK YOU”
to the members who provid-
ed coffee, cookies, and
donuts.  The barbeque pit
was a popular place to be for
most of the day.  Overall, it
was a successful and well-
attended event to start the
New Year.  You’ll find more
pictures on pages 4 and 5.

PREZ SEZ
By Dave Brown
Greetings fellow members, it was great to see everyone out
at the first event of the year on New Years Day.  Cold and
windy ruled the day, but several people got in a flight or two
and the fire at the pavilion warmed everyone up.  Gene's van
proved to be an effective wind block.  I am not sure why I
looked so mad in the picture Paul put on the website, but I
will blame it on being sick for the previous month.
The January meeting was quite interesting although, due to
the weather,  the attendancewas a little light.  You missed
some very interesting displays.  The highlight for me was
Bill Lindewirth's homemade transistor board for the LED
navigational light system that he set up for the trainer plane.
It continues to amaze me all of the great skills the club
members possess.  Come to the meeting and show your lat-
est project!
"Signs, signs everywhere a sign, blocking up the scenery
…"  Well we got all the signs approved and they are being
made to put up at the field.  Thanks to Paul Geders for han-
dling this.  I am sure someone could come up with another
sign we could put up, but these should cover it for now.
This will ensure that we are in compliance with the recom-
mendations for the Gold Leader Club status within AMA.
Just so everyone knows, I picked up the Mark Twain Hobby

gift cards and I plan to use
them as awards at various
club events and activities.  
I wish to say a big THANK
YOU to Les Richman for all
the years that he has given to
the Spirits, serving as our
treasurer.  His dedication to
this position is greatly appre-
ciated.  Due to some health
reasons Les needed to step
down from this position and
Bill Lindenworth has agreed
to finish out Les's term.
Thanks Bill.  Les - The board
tried to find the money to get
that Cadi you wanted, but
unfortunately it just wasn't
there.
I wish I could say spring is
almost here but I am afraid we
have some more cold weather
in store.  At least the days are
starting to get longer.  FLY
SAFE, FLY RESPONSIBLY!

MEETING MINUTES:
January 13, 2011
By Walt Wilson
Members signed in:  20 members were present.

Secretary's Report: Walt Wilson, Secretary. The minutes
were accepted as published in last month's Flight Lines.

Treasurer's Report: Bill Lindewirth, Treasurer. Due to ill
health, Les Richman has stepped down as treasurer after 15
years of service.  We want to offer a sincere Thank You to
Les.  There is a branch of the Regions Bank near where Bill
lives, so he will continue to use them as our bank. The
Treasurer's Report was accepted as presented.

Field Report: Paul Geders, Field Chairman. In response
to a vote taken last month to post “No Hunting” signs, Paul
has gotten a bid to replace several signs that have disap-
peared through the years.  He asked permission to spend
$300.00 on new signs.  
Gary Graul raised a question about having so many signs
posted that say “No” this or that.  He felt they might dis-
courage new people from inquiring about joining the club.  

(Continued on the next page)
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Big Turnout New Year’s Day

President Dave Brown was the first to fly at our field
in 2011, with his four-stroke powered Twister.
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(Continued from the previous page)
Paul explained that most of them reflect AMA guidelines for
field safety and some are to maintain our AMA Gold Leader
Charter Club status.  Bill Lindewirth asked for a printed
estimate and Paul will supply it. A motion was made and
passed to purchase the signs.  The sign company says
they’re expected to last 7 to 10 years.
A sample of the laminated aluminum material to be used for
the signs was passed around and it was proposed to get
some to resurface the tops of our starting tables.  Paul will
investigate cost and availablilty of the sizes required.

Membership Report: We had 75 paid-up members at
meeting time and three more paid their dues at the meeting
for a total of 78.  We are five members ahead of last year at
this time.  

Safety Report:  Duane Youngman, Safety Chairman, was
not present.  No issues were reported.  Paul Geders noted
that some have asked why we have so many Safety Rules.
Paul explained that the basic set reflect AMA Safety Rules,
and the rest have been established as a result of incidents
that occured, or that we became concerned might occur,
through 45 years of club experience.

Activities Report:  Paul Geders, Contest/Event Chairman.
A Swap Meet is planned for a yet-to-be-determined date in
the spring.  It was suggested that only part of the income be
donated to charity.  An Event Director is needed.  How
about a volunteer?  
The St. Louis RC Flying Association is planning a Swap
Meet for February 26.  A flyer is on page 6.

Meeting Activity:  Four people brought items to show and
discuss.  Tom Foster discussed cost savings he experienced
when assembling his 3D Hobby Shop Vyper. The website

for this plane at 3D Hobby Shop is;
ht tp: / /www.3dhobbyshop .com/65-Vyper- -
Red_p_15262.html
Tom paid $57.19 for four brand new Power HD 1501
MG (metal gear) servos. Speed is .14 and torque is 17
kg which is 236.1 oz. in. Not too shabby for that low
price.  The servo's are available at:
http://www.valuehobby.com/products.php?catego-
ry_id=21 See the photos for more details.

(Continued on the next page)
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Dennis Skeeters brought his rare, 1954, Ohlsson & Rice
.049 Midjet.  This one is in good operating condition, but
if anyone has a spare, specially-built, glow plug for one of

these engines, please contact Dennis.

Ron Hesskamp showed his Stiletto, made from a World
Models Dago Red.  He plans to change the covering,

because of poor quality.  It’s powered by an O.S. 1.20 four-
stroke he has modified to 1.5 CID by adapting parts from

other engines.  It swings a 13x13 prop.
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Tom Foster discussed his 3D Hobby Shop 65" Vyper, he
bought used.  The motor is a Hacker A50-16S with a $5.00
Turnigy 18-8 Beach wood prop and a Castle Creations Ice
100 and BEC Pro ESC. The motor is pulling about 1700
watts on a 6S 5000 mAh 35C Hobby King LiPo battery.

See the text for more details.



(Continued from the previous page)
Training Report:  A number of club-owned trainers are in
the hands of various instructors.  They were identified, and
the people who have them are reminded that, when an event
such as The Open House occurs, it is their responsibility to
be there with them.  At he Open House, we had 17 people
sign up for demonstration flights, and only Bill Lindewirth
to instruct with one trainer and engine problems.
Bill has since purchased a Super Tigre .61 for the club train-
er he uses.

OLD BUSINESS:
Audit: President Dave Brown, Vice President Gary Graul,
and Treasurer Bill Lindewirth will perform the audit
requested last month.

NEW BUSINESS:
Dues: It is important that the remaining members who plan
to renew for 2011 get their dues in to our Membership
Chairman as soon as possible.  It was noted that a number
of last year’s members have not renewed their AMA mem-
bership for 2011.  Anyone who does not have AMA mem-
bership for 2011 is not to fly at our field until they get it.
They are not covered by AMA insurance and put them-
selves and the club at risk.

Mini-Piano Hinges Needed:  Gary Graul is building a scale
WWI SE-5A and needs small piano-type hinges.  If you
know of a source for them contact Gary at: 
gary.graul@bunge.com

John Rawlings was injured in an automobile accident
recently and is moving to a retirement complex.  As a result,

he must dispose of all his modeling equipment.  He has a
well-equipped machine shop and much modeling stuff for
sale. Call John at: 636-255-0225.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:23 P.M.

Art Schaefer Passes Away;  Art Schaefer, Sr., the founder
of Schaefer Hobbies, passed away on December 26.  His
contributions were many and he will be missed in the mod-
eling community,

MEMBERSHIP RENEWALS
By Walt Wilson
Membership renewals must be received no later than the
end of the March meeting. Renewals received after that
must include the $25.00 New Membership Application fee.

Volunteers:
By Pat Keebey
The following members have volunteered to work club
events if called by the CD or Event Director a week or so in-
advance of the event.  
Blake Campbell, Jeff Chase, George Cooper, Steve Cross,
Peter Dellas, Jack Douglas, Ralph Doyle, Bob Fiely, Don
Fitch, Mike Freumuth, Donna Freumuth, Kevin Cordell,
Paul Geders, Scott Gerber, Glenn Gerken, Mark Livesay,
Bob Gizzie, Eric Graham, Gil Grand, Neal Gray, Ray
Grossmann, Jeff Gutherz, Jack Haenel, Scott Hagar, Bill
Hancock, Joe Harris, Don Hoelting, Frank Hunleth, David
Jaslin, Scott Mitchell, Thomas F. Murphy
Thomas C. Murphy, Chris Nenzel, Frank Nolle, David
Oswald, Jack Owens, Mark Parkinson, Jerry Quist, Robert
Raab, Jim Rawlings, John Rawlings, Rick Ray, Brandon
Rew, Mark Richard, Alexandra Richard, Mike Roederer,
Tim Saxer, Bill Schultheis, Chris Schultheis, John Smith,
Leo Steck, Steven Adams, David Armbruster, Tom
Atkinson, David Bainter, Mark Bammann, Bruce Barth,,
Norbert Becker, Robert Bennett, Greg Bohrer, Jeffrey
Bohrer, Charles Booker, Ken Brock, Vic Bunze, Luther
(Mike) Caine, Richard Campbell, Richie Campbell.
Please notify Pat Keebey if you would like your name delet-
ed or added to the list.  I will adjust the list as required.

Cleaning Solution For Planes;
By Pat Keebey
A good airplane deserves good treatment and good treat-
ment includes a good cleaning after each flight. The clean-
er used is one you can use on your model, or for washing
windows around the house or car.  Best of all, it costs less
than 50 cents for a half-gallon or so.  The not-so-secret for-
mula is: 5 cups (40 oz.) water, 1 cup (8 oz.) rubbing alcohol,
1/2 cup (4 oz.) ammonia, and 2 tsp (1 oz.) liquid dish deter-
gent. 70% or 91% rubbing alcohol works fine, but I prefer
the 91% as the cost is the same. See you at the field
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Bill Lindewirth designed and built electronics for
flashing navigation lights.  He installed them on the
club Sig Kadet trainer.  More details are available in

his article on page 6.
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PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER AND WALT WILSON

Throughout the day, getting warm was more of a challenge than flying.  Eventually, a fire was built in the bar-
beque pit and it became a popular place to congregate.

New Year’s Day Fly-In, January 1, 2011
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5 PHOTOS BY BILL LINDEWIRTH AND WALT WILSON 

(left) Sean Yajima
had the misfortune
to experience the
first crash of the
year, with his
Parkzone Corsair,
if we don’t count
Pat Keebey trip-
ping over a traffic
pylon in the park-
ing lot!



Flashing Navigation and Landing Lights
By Bill Lindewirth
I recently designed and built a navigation lighting system
for the club trainer.  The circuitry makes them flash on and
off.  The navigation lights will work on any 6 to 12 Volt DC
power source.  I used an old 9 volt battery that came from
my home smoke alarm. It only had 7.2 volts left in it, which
is more that sufficient to power this project. 

The 470 ohm 1/4 watt resistors control the amount of cur-
rent through the LEDS, the 100K ohm 1/4 watt resistor con-
trols the flash rate.  Using the 100K resistor will result in a
flash rate of slightly less than 1 HZ, or approximately 55
flashes per minute.  To increase the flash rate lower the
resistance, to decrease the flash rate increase the resistance.
Use a 10uF capacitor with a rating of 25 volts, making sure
it’s polarity is wired correctly.
The LEDs must also be wired correctly. The longer leg is
the anode while the shorter leg is the cathode. The shorter
leg (cathode) must be wired to the negative (-) terminal of
the battery, also known as ground. The landing lights are
standard 5mm LEDS, while the flashing LEDs are high
intensity 5mm LEDs.  NEVER connect a LED directly to a
battery without a resistor! The transistors are “NPN” 3904.

Use a low watt soldering iron and rosin core solder.  All of
these components can be purchased at a reasonable price at
Gateway Electronics,  2220 Welsch Industrial Ct., St. Louis,
MO  63146, (near I-270 & Page Ave.).  Tel. #: 314-427-
6116. Radio Shack may also have them.
I purchased a package of 12 replacement LED’s from
Lowe’s. They were available during the Christmas holidays
in the holiday lighting section.

The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
Once again, thanks to contributions from our members,
there’s not much room left for this column.  Send me pic-
tures and descriptions of your winter projects.  I’ll use as
much as I have room for in future newsletters.
I’m in the concept and design stages for a scratch-built elec-
tric-powered twin.  I recently purchased a couple of Turnigy
3530-1400 motors from Hobby King, in Hong Kong.  I pur-
chased one a couple of years ago, and haven’t flown it yet.
One thing I noticed is, the new ones have wheel collars to
be added to the shaft on the back side of the motor.  The
snap-ring-retained shaft, vs a lot of instant thrust, may have
given problems.  If you have a similar motor, or an
Electrifly Rimfire 3530-1450, which looks like it’s made in
the same factory, you might want to add a 4 mm (5/32”)
wheel collar for safety.                                  Gotta go build!
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Schematic for flashing LED navigation lights.

Schematic for LED landing lights.
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Meeting is on

Thursday, 

February 10, 

at 7:00 P.M.

An AMA
Gold Leader
Charter Club
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2011 SPIRITS CONTEST AND EVENTS SCHEDULE

Date Contest/Event Contest/Event Director Notes 
Spring Tailgate SWAP Meet at Field TBD Date TBD
April 23 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Paul Geders Field Open to General Flying 

until 10:00 or 10:30 A.M.
May 22 Scale Fly-In Curt Milster This is a Sunday Event and 

Field is also Open to General 
Flying 

June 25 Helicopter Fun Fly Tom Foster/Kevin Cordell
July 16 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Ron Hesskamp Field Open to General Flying 

until 10:00 or 10:30 A.M.
Aug 7 Electric Fly-In CD TBD This is a Sunday Event and 

will be Open to General Flying 
after 2:00 P.M.

Sept. 7 or 8 Meeting at Field B of D Member Appreciation Dinner
September 24 Open House Committee
October 1 Helicopter Fun Fly Tom Foster/Kevin Cordell
October 8 Four-Star 40/Warbirds Steve Cross Field Open to General Flying 

until 10:00 or 10:30 A.M.


