
PREZ SEZ:
By Dave Brown
Greetings fellow members, This is my last Pres Sez as your
President.  When I took over I had made myself a goal to
achieve, which was to make the club better than it was.
The Membership Appreciation Dinner was a success despite
the rain, wind and cold!  Fortunately, I had a roll of left-over
construction plastic that was just the right length to wrap
around the pavilion and act as a wind/rain block. The food
was good and the beer was cold. Great job to all who helped
get things ready for the member’s arrival.
The Open House today was great.  The weather cooperated
and the turnout was good, there was a lot of good flying and
everyone seemed to have a great time. We had quite a few
people fill out applications .I don’t know what the exact
number was, but it was definitely more than just a few.
After a few flights, we developed some problems with a
couple of our trainer planes.  Our intrepid Instructors gener-
ally overcame them to continue the introduction of R/C
flight to the interested spectators.  
Safety…There are still people not putting a card up, not
standing behind the safety fence while flying, taxiing their
airplane from the pits instead of carrying it to the designat-
ed area and starting their taxi from there.  These are all vio-
lations of our safety rules!

FLY SAFE   FLY RESPONSIBLY.

MEETING MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 14, 2011
By Walt Wilson
Spirits’ Field, St. Charles County, Mo. Thirty five mem-
bers, and at least a dozen guests, gathered for the Spirits’
Annual Member Appreciation Dinner.  Bill Lindewirth bar-
becued hamburgers, brats, and hot dogs for the very appre-
ciative attendees.  Several also brought covered dishes,
including salads, pasta salads, casseroles, and a wide variety
of desserts.  No one went away hungry!  Meeting was called
to order at 7:05 P.M. by President Dave Brown.

Thank You! Bob Gizzie publically thanked the 2010
Officers: President, Dave Brown, Vice President, Gary
Graul, Secretary, Walt Wilson, and Treasurer, Bill
Lindewirth, for their dedicated services to the club during
the year. 

Secretary's Report: Walt Wilson, Secretary. Minutes were
accepted as published in last month's Flight Lines.

New applicants in attendance were:

Terry Daniels 314-426-2743
Al Russell 636-397-2359

The members accepted and  welcomed them.

Treasurer's Report: Bill Lindewirth, Treasurer. Because
of changes in host software requirements, the web site was
moved from Yahoo to Go-Daddy.  Go-Daddy required a
three-year committment and payment.  Thanks to the
change, a total savings of $187.00 will be realized over the
next three years.  The Treasurer's Report was accepted as
presented.  

Field Report: Field Chairman, Gary Graul, and Dave
Brown have almost completed the filling and sealing of
cracks in the runway  We have noted that it’s sinking in
some areas and they will use a roller, provided by Dave, to
tamp down the surrounding dirt to be even with the asphalt.
Tom Foster, Gary G.,  and a crew of volunteers will replace
the roof and damaged fascia on the pavilion in early
October.  If you can help, e-mail Gary Graul at:
gary.graul@bunge.com
Painting of the starting tables has been completed.  The
folding canopies, at the field, disappeared for a while and
mysteriously reappeared.  It was suggested that they should
be locked up to avoid theft.

Membership Report:  Membership Chairman, Pete
Stephans reported that we now have 166 members.  We are
only four members short of this time last year!

Safety Report:  Safety Chairman, Duane Youngman.  Some
pilots are still standing in the taxiways when flying.  This
prevents others from taxiing to the runway and can be dan-
gerous.  Pilots are to always stand in the pilots’ box!

Activities Report:  
Open House:  Gary Pyles, Gary Graul, and Tom Foster,
Event Directors, are putting the event together.  Open House
workers are needed.  Static models are needed for display.
Mark Trent and other expert pilots will, once again, put on
aerobatic flying demonstrations.  Gary Pyles passed around
a sign-up sheet and several people committed to working
specific hours and jobs.  More are needed. Call Gary at:
314-680-2786, or e-mail at; gp@gtpltd.com
Helicopter Fun-Fly, October 1:  Lots of semi-pro pilots
will be putting on demonstrations.  Help is needed to work
the event.  

(Continued on the next page)
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(Continued from the previous page)
Call Tom Foster at: 636-244-2655, or e-mail him at: lite-
speed600@hotmail.com if you can help.  See the flyer on
page 7 for more info.
Four-Star 40/Warbirds Races, October 8: Help is also
needed for this, the last event. of the year.  Call Steve Cross
at: 636-458-3287 or e-mail at: svcross@att.net 
4th Annual Ringmaster Fly-A-Thon, October 2:  See the
flyer on page 6.  The Ringmaster was a very simple and
popular Control Line plane, designed in 1951, and flown by
generations of model builders.  While we aren’t a Control
Line-oriented club, some of our members are old-time
Control Line flyers. The corner of our field, close to the
intersection of our driveway and Amrein Road, has been
designated for flying Control Line aircraft, when not in use
for another purpose.  If you have an old Ringmaster in the
basement, bring it out and fly it on October 2.  If you want
to build one, it can be done in a couple of days, and plans
are available on our web site, or from Paul Geders.  If you
plan to use a vintage engine, remember it needs a muffler!
For availability of mufflers, call Paul at: 314-838-1350, or
e-mail at; pgeders@charter.net

OLD BUSINESS: None presented.

NEW BUSINESS:
Nomination Of Officers For 2010: The following mem-
bers were nominated:

President: Gary Pyles
Vice President: Steve Ramonczuk
Secretary: Walt Wilson
Treasurer: Bill Lindewirth

Other candidates may be nominated at the October meeting
or written-in on the Absentee Ballot on page 7.  All
Absentee Ballots must be received before the start of the
meeting on October 12.  

Web Site:  Paul Geders, Webmaster, is converting the pho-
tos in our Photo gallery to slide shows.  Our web site has
garnered a lot of praise through the years and he is making
it better and better.  If you have any suggestions, call him at:
314-838-1350, or e-mail at: pgeders@charter.net

Meeting was adjourned at 7:55 P.M.  The next meeting
will be on October 12, at the Bridgeton Trails Library.
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Open House, September 24, 2011
By Tom Foster
Our open house again was a huge success. Thanks to all the
fine help we received in running the event from the awe-
some members here at Spirits. The weather was just about
perfect. We had  Pro's taking new members up on buddy-
boxes, we had local Pro's that put on one heck of a  show
and we sold out of all the food that was brought, including
Sharon's world famous cookies and brownies. It appeared
no one  left hungry. Gary Pyles built an awesome obstacle
course for the mini helicopters that just has to be seen. I
found out I still need practice  and that's what I fly the most.
I would like to give a huge thanks to Gary Pyles, Bill

Lindewirth, and Gary Graul  for helping with everything to
do with the Open House. You three did an outstanding job
preparing for the event. There was no official count, but I'd
say we easily got at least 200 people  through the event and
gained at least three family and one individual member-
ships. I'd say, as a whole, the event was perfect in every
way. I can't wait to see what we do next year.
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PHOTOS BY WALT WILSON 

More September 14 Meeting Photos

For Sale
Used Supertigre 61 engine. Very good condition,
including compression.  $65 OBO.  Call Steve Cross at:
636.458.3287, or 314.698.6657 (cell)



The day was beautiful and the crowd was terriffic.
With 43 registered pilots and more than 80 aircraft, of
all types, we couldn’t have asked for more.  Mark Trent
did his thing, showing us things he could do with an
airplane that amazed everyone.  Jim Schuester turned
his helicopter every way but inside out, again amazing
the crowd.  Many other pilots showed their stuff with
aerobatics and speed.  A number of spectators were
given the opportunity to fly on a buddy-box and sever-
al new members joined up for 2012.  Steve Ramonczuk
and others kept everyone well fed, totally running out
of food by day’s end.  
President Dave Brown built a professional-type raffle
drum to mix up tickets and make drawings totally fair.. 
Bob Underwood provided candy and did his Annual

Candy Drop for the kids.  
Mike Roederer, Bill Lindewirth, and Steve Cross pro-
vided buddy-box instruction for a steady flow of inter-
ested spectators, recruiting potential new members.
Gary Pyles, Bill Lindewirth, Gary Graul, and Tom
Foster did a great job of organizing the Open House
and plans for next year are already under way.  
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Spirits’ Eleventh Annual Open House, September 24, 2011

PHOTOS BY CAROLYN SCHLUETER AND WALT WILSON
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More Open House Photos

See our web site at
http://spiritsofstl.com 
for lots more pictures.



The Last Word
By Walt Wilson
The AMA is having elections for the President and Vice

President this year.  I’ve received letters from Charlie
Bauer, our retiring District VI Vice President, recommend-
ing Bob Brown for that office.  I also received a letter from
Jim Rice, the District VIII Vice president, asking me to
solicit votes for him from our members.  Both candidates
have their campaign platforms in the current issue of Model
Aviation.  They both have good ideas and sound like good
candidates.  
Our Spirits’ election for 2012 Officers will be at the October
meeting.  So far, we only have one candidate for each office,
so there shouldn’t be much to the election.  
We want to thank our retiring officers, President, Dave
Brown, and Vice President, Gary Graul, for all their hard
work on the field this year.  They’ve repaired and sealed the
cracks and we hope it holds up for a while.  They repaired
and repainted the starting tables, too.  They also paid for the
supplies out of their own pockets, to save the club money.
That’s very commendable and we owe them another debt of
thanks.
October 2, a few of us hope to participate in the Ringmaster
4th Annual Fly-a-Thon (see flyer on left) by flying Control
Line Ringmasters.  I have one that’s more than 50 years old!
If you have one, bring it to the field on October 2! If you
don’t have one, they’re very simple to build.  Paul Geders
has plans available.

Gotta Go Build another Ringmaster!
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Official 2012 Absentee Ballot
The following candidates have been nominated for officers for the year 2012.  If you will be unable to attend the October meet-
ing, place a circle around the name of your choice for each office.  If you want to write in another candidate, draw a line
through the printed name(s) and use the line below the name of the candidate(s) already nominated for that office.

President Gary Pyles
___________________________________

Vice President Steve Ramonczuk
___________________________________

Secretary Walt Wilson
___________________________________

Treasurer Bill Lindewirth
___________________________________

Absentee ballots must be received
no later than 7:00 P.M., October 12,
to be counted.

If you cannot attend the October
meeting, complete your ballot and
mail it to:

Walt Wilson
3000 Persimmon Drive
St. Charles, MO 63301-0131

Sign Here:________________________________________ 
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www.spiritsofstl.com

Meeting is on

Wednesday, 

October 12

at 7:00 P.M.

at Bridgeton Trails

Library
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